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would discredit him and tho FI with the poo fie of Iran. For 
his intercession!, aharif-Rsami got sane credit with the opposi- 
tion. Ooi»ral*'L'asiiini (£bo 4> head of the . llitary Court in the 
F:i trials, apologized to Satargan and said he was sympathetic 
with him but that he had to do his duty. Basargan'e mother 
died about three weeks ago and hundreds of advertisements ex- 
pressing sympathy have appeared in the local press. 

c. Kaj Aqa Reza Zanjani, a mullah tied in with the F.HX 
and probably with the Fedayan Islam, Is being watched closely. 
During the current trials, there is surveillance in depth on 
the streets around hie home. 

d. (The information in paragraph 3 is from a usually reliable 
source from a founder of the PMI, Date of information is 23 
October 1963 .) 

4. Baaargan is highly respected as a university professor and 
also for his piety. Strangs as it may seem, he is still being talked 
about for head of the Technical Faculty at the University of Tehran. 

As a matter of fact, the Technical Faculty net with Chancellor Jahanahah 
Laleh on 20 October, Saleh was defeated because even those he wanted to 
stand for dean of the faculty refueed. Ihe meeting broke up with no 
one being elected or appointed. (This le from a unlvsreity etudent 
(C) who is a National Front etudent leader.) 
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memo ra ndum of con vers at ion 

PARTICIPANTS. Mohammad Tavakoli, Civil Engineer 
John D. Stempel, U.S. Embassy 

DATE & PIJACE: Kay 8, 1978 - El Chico Restaurant 

SUBJECT : The Iranian National Liberation Front 

DISTRIBUTION: AKB/DCM, OR, NEA/IRti, IRN/RNA 

E 0. 11652 : XGDS-4 


Tavakoli and Stempel met at the El Chico restaurant where 
they were introduced by a friend. Tavakoli bad been billed 
to Stempel as someone, who had contacts with liberation move- 
ment elements and might, in fact, himself be an important 
liberation movement figure. The individual who introduced 
Stempel and Tavakoli remained for about 15 minutes of light 
conversation on Stempel 's background. It was clear throughout 
the evening that, there was a substantial suspicion by 
Tavakoli that Stempel was either a "SAVAK fink" or CIA agent. 

Conversation developed slowly; during which time, it emerged 
that: the third party who was called Bahram had studied civil 
engineering in England, political science in the U.S. and had 
taught for few years at the University of Dayton. Tavakoli 
was reluctant to provide his full name, but did so upon 
Direct question. Tavakoli who appeared to be in his early to 
mid- AO ' s, said he had studied engineering in Germany. 

After some verbal, prodding, Tavakoli asked Stempel what he 
thought Iran's problems were. Stempel discussed the problem 
of balancing political development with economic development 
and said he was interested in learning more about Iranian 
society . Tavakoli then asked what Stempel thought Iranians 
felt about the U.S. Stempel replied there were many views 
field by Iranians --some thought the U.S. was not sufficiently 
vigorous in defense of the "free world", while others disliked 
substantial American presence on all counts. Many others 
admire American technology, but dislike many aspects of 
American society. Many Iranians, Stempel noted, used 
Americans as scapegoats for suburban ills which would exist 
with or without the American presence. Tavakoli said there 
were "several thousand" American military present in Iran. 
Stempel conn t e r e d by not ing that it was numbered in the 100 s 
rather thdn the 1,000's. Most were involved in technical 
f raining'; many Iranians thought there were more military 
1 Ran there actually were because many civilians who work here 
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have had a military background. Tavakoli then opened up a bit 
for the first time and said he guessed slightly under half of 
the people in Iran distrusted and disliked Americans because 
of their support for the Shah and the government. Stempel 
replied he was aware of this feeling though he might quibble 
with the numbers. 

At this point Tavakoli abruptly asked Stempel if he thought 
it was safe to talk in a public place because “ they were 
always present”. Stempel noted the good location of the table 
and said of course some conversations would be inappropriate 
but general conversation such as we were having were no problem 
for him. Tavakoli then lowered his voice and said he knew 
the top leadership of the National Liberation Front very well, 
but said many of those whom he knew were suspicious of American 
motives for wanting to talk about the movement (Comment: 
including Tavakoli). Just what were our reasons for wanting 
discussions with the liberation movement? Stempel replied in 
general terms saying that the IJ.S. was always interested in 
political and economic movements. It was important to know 
a great deal more than we did about all cultures, especially 
those as complex as Iran, if American policy was to faithfully 
represent American interests. Tavakoli said he felt there was 
a great gap between American’s interests and the policy of 
their government. Stempel replied that this was not always 
so and a discussion of the influence of "American interests" 
on foreign policy followed. 

Tavakoli then asked if Stempel knew Professor Richard Cottam. 
Stempel indicated he had never met the man but was aware of 
his State Department background and his reputation as a 
scholar. Tavakoli urged Stempel to reread Cottam* s book, 
Nationalism in Iran. It is a good history of the events 
which led to the creation of the Liberation Front first in 
the early 50s and finally as presently organized during the 
1962 National Front riots. Tavakoli then asked if Stempel 
had some way of proving he was a State Department officer and 
whether he would mind his name being checked with Professor 
Cottam. Stempel readily agreed to any check that Tavakoli 
wanted to make and suggested that he or his friends could 
begin with the State Department Register. Tavakoli pressed 
further asking if therd was some way that the Embassy could 
directly confirm to Engineer Mehdi Bazargan that Stempel was 
an Embassy employee. Stempel replied that any of Tavakoli' s 
academic friends could call the Embassy and confirm this, but 
Stempel knew of no other way and inquired as to what Tavakoli 
meant by this. (Comment: Tavakoli may have been probed for 
some kind of intelligence connection.) Tavakoli then asked 
if the Embassy would be interested in discussions or meetings 
with National Front Leaders. Stempel replied that the Embassy 
was interested in the general subject but perhaps things 
should proceed more, slowly. Stempel expressed his own 
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doubts that Tavakoli was who he said he was (Stempel did this 
at several points in the conversation when Tavakoli expressed 
suspicions of him.). Tavakoli said that if Stempel checked out 
all right he would be prepared to arrange a meeting with 
Stempel with people he described as National Liberation Front 
leaders, including Bazargan. When Stempel asked how he would 
know it was Barzagan, Tavakoli replied "you Americans have 
your sources". Stempel indicated he had met, socially at 
least, one or two of the National Fronters (he did not identify 
which ones) and would be willing to attend such a meeting. 
Tavakoli indicated he would call Stempel at home after a 
suitable interval, "if everything is ok". 

COMMENT: The meeting was a curious one filled with expressed 

suspicion on both sides but also a willingness to continue the 
dialogue. Stempel suggested that discussions should be seen 
as part of a process. Tavakoli expressed suspicion of U.S. 
motives and returned several times to the question of what the 
U.S. hoped to gain. The reply was always some variety of the 
basic theme: better understanding and appreciation of the 
movement. At one point, Stempel had to assure Tavakoli point 
blank that he was not working for any intelligence service and 
hoped Tavakoli could say the same. This elicited a wry smile. 

Tavakoli handled himself very carefully and was at first 
unwilling to see his companion leave. After the third 
individual left, however, Tavakoli warmed up slightly and 
despite his suspicions of motives, talked in terms of a 
meeting. The accompanying individual "Bahrain" seemed much 
more Americanized and perhaps was sent along to establish 
Stempel' s bonafides. After a little fast sword play on Ohio 
State faculty members whom both knew, Stempel felt Bahrain 
believed Stempel had been honest about his background. 
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MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION 

PARTICIPANTS: Eng. Mehdi Bazargan, National Libera tion Front 
Dr. Yadollah Sahabi, National Liberation Front 
Mohammad Tavakoli, Civil Engineer, National Liberation 
Front 

John D. Stempel, U.S. Embassy, Tehran 

HATE & PLACE: May 25, 1978 - Private home in Darrous 

SUBJECT : Liberation Movement, of Iran (LMI) - Vi« vs 

on Politics in Iran 

IMSTRIBUTION: AMB/DCM, OR, NEA/IRN 

E.O. 11652 : XGDS-4 


Tavakoli picked me up about 9:00 a.m. and took me *o a private home 
about 15 minutes from my own house.. There, I was introduced to 
Eng. Bazargan and Dr. Sahabi, a retired geology professor from 
Tehran University,, Tavakoli had identified Bazargan as the leader 
of the Liberation Movement of Iran (LMI) and Sahabi as a 

close associate (We believe he is one of Bazargan' s top counselors.). 
We exchanged pleasantries and began discussing politics in Iran 
Mery gingerly. It was obvious that the two Front leaders (Tavakoli 
played the role of translator but contributed substantively to the 
discussion in a way which indicated that he, too, is a member of 
(lie inner circle.) wanted to exchange analyses and were prepared 
to talk frankly. In the course of discussion they set forth lmi 
views of the present situation of the Liberation Movement of Iran 
(ol final English title) in Iran and quizzed me on President Carter's 
Human Rights program. At the conclusion of the evening, Bazargan 
handed me a letter which he had delivered to the Shah requesting 
a television interview between the Shah and LMI leaders. 

The conversation, which lasted just over two hours is described 
below by major subheadings as it evolved. 

U.S. Human Rig hi s Pol i cy 

The LMI leaders began by asking me what I thought President 
Carter’s Human Rights policy was. Drawing cn various briefing 
Material, I described the administration's human rights policy 
as one of seeking to strengthen the values relating to personal 
and social freedom. The LMI leaders asked about the drop i.n 
President Carter’s popularity, questioning whether this was 
a t I r i but ab 1 e to his human rights policy itself or his failure to 
pt nsacut e it; more vigorously. I replied that there, were many 
1 actors involved relating to presidential popularity and thought 
! hat t -he human rights policy had only minor effect on his popularity. 
As in o! her cases, there was criticism of the Administration's 
1 ' 1 o : i a i i rights efforts on both sides--doing too much and doing too 
1 i( 1 1 i ’ - i point ed out the fact that American Congressional interest 

: i b-im.in rights did predate the present administration; there was 
ap"' i i«»r various -elements of America's human rights posture 
L.nh sides of the political fence. 

SECRET/ LIMD IS 


2 . 


SECRET /LIMP IS 

Liberation Movement of Iran’s View of History 
At this point, Bazargan broke in to describe his movement’s view 
of politics in Iran over the past 25 years, firmly insisting that 
the CIA had put the Shah back on his throne. (He maintained this 
posture despite my denial and we agreed to disagree, he accepting 
the possibility of other factors and my allowing that American 
influence was certainly strong at that time.) Bazargan portrayed 
a picture of steadily diminishing political liberties in Iran from 
1953 to the end of 1976. I took issue with this, noting that 
there seemed to be an ebb and flow, with more political activity 
and freedom at some times and less at others. Bazargan maintained 
that the overall trend was downward. 

P resent Developments 

Beginning in early 1977, some political liberalization was allowed, 
according to Bazargan . The LMI over the spring and summer of 1977 
began to test how many speeches could be given and to what size 
audiences. The group’s major effort was a Bazargan speech to 14,001 
at one of Tehran's major mosques in April 1977. 

All three Liberation Front leaders insisted that the Shah must 
have been forced to liberalize and they attributed this wholly to 
President Carter’s human rights policy. I suggested that President 
Carter's human rights policy was merely one factor, that events 
within Iran had urged many others to press the Shah to liberalize. 
Discussion of this point indicated that LMI Leaders are firmly 
convinced the Shah would never have liberalized unless he was forcec 
to by external forces. Conceding that SAVAK was not involved in 
internal dissidence as much as before, Bazargan Said that as long 
as the potential fo operations against oppositionists exist, such 
anti-diSsident movement as the "Underground Committee, for Vengeance' 
were still possible. He acknowledged that activities by this 
committee against known LMI members had tapered off over the past 
ten days. He attributed no significance t:o this. 

Returning to the liberalization which took place in 1977, Bazargan 
said that following the Shah's visit to Washington, repression 
again seemed the order of the day and that this continued and 
intensified until President Carter's visit to Iran.^on New Year’s 
day. After that, said Bazargan, it seemed to the v lmi that the 
government resorted to brute force. A spirited discussion followed 
I suggested, the government had reversed its heavy hand sometime in 
early December before the Carter visit. Bazargan uncomfortably 
conceded this but noted it was in preparation for the President’s 
visit. I suggested tlit the post-January 1 period seemed rather 
a period of administrative ineptness with untrained police 
responsible for the Qom incident on January 9 and administrative 
incompetence a major (and admitted by GOI) cause of the Tabriz 
riots in February. SAVAK had not seemed to play a significant 
role, perhaps that was why things had gone so poorly. Bazargan 
and Tavakoli leaped into the discussion, insisting SAVAK had been 
orchestrating all these events. I replied that my own personal 
reading of them would not support such a statement: SAVAK seemed 
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as confused as everybody else./^We continued discussing events 
down to the present with the LMI_* leaders beginning to consider 
among themselves the possibility- that there was less organization 
behind the governments response than they had at first thought. 

There was no attempt to convince me that I was wrong, and there 
appeared a sincere appreciation of my willingness to talk frankly. 

Bazargan then continued by presenting the case for believing that 
the violence of the past six weeks was a government plot to show 
that people are not really ready for freedom. he and Sahabi expressed 
heated disapproval of government attempts to intimidate the 
dissident movement ‘and while they could not or would not present 
any difinitive evidence of government involvement, they were so 
firmly convinced that officialdom was behind the attacks, that I 
assume they must have what they feel is reliable information to 
that effect. 

P roj c c t ion for the Futu re 

At this point Bazargan said the hour was growing late (both 
Bazargan and Sahabi are well along in years), and we agreed to 
continue the discussion on May 30, before my vacation. I 
expressed a desire to know more about the LMI and they wished to 
go into future prospects at greater length. Bazargan made the 
point three times that this is a critical period for democracy in 
Tran. There must be some form of dissidence allowed and this 
opportunity cannot be lost. Following the meeting, Tavakoli 
added that the EMI's failure to find a role in Iranian life would 
undoubt edly leave fertile breeding ground for terrorists (a standard 
theme since 1953). He hinted that six months ago terrorists had 
begun insisting that it was hopeless to think of non-violent 
change and that there would be growing pressure on the LMI. I 
asked him how he knew this- -did the Movement have any contacts 
with terrorists? He became vague, indicating the LMI had learned 
this from "friends." I did not press the point. 

We briefly discussed the relationship of the LMI to the Islamic 
movement and Bazargan and Tavakoli said that the Islamic movement 
was basically pro-Western. It would be a pity if the Shah drove 
it into the hands of other hostile forces. 

Bazargan and Sahabi (who did not talk much) are both alert, 
intelligent; individuals, though they have a particular bias and ■ 
present their ideological case well. It is possible to have an 
Honest: and spirited discussion and they are willing to accept 
other points of view. They were obviously pleased with the meeting 
and expressed positive interest in others. Bazargan stated he 
looked forward to a dialog with the American Embassy and was quite 
pL asf'd with the initial talk. He then handed me a copy of his 
letter to the Shah, which called for the Shah to meet on television 
with hiiisolf and other opposition leaders to discuss the following 
an;- j »■(■! s : ]) the monarchial order and constitutional law; 

y ) i hi- ;>! ( , idlh and depth of the opposition in Iran; 3) legal 
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freedoms and police violence; and 4) services and achievements of 
the White (Shah-People) Revolution. He asked me point-blank if I 
thought the Shah would accept. I replied I didn’t know, but it 
seemed more likely to me that he would turn down a television 
show but might want something more private. 

POL: JDSterr^ef: lab : 5-31-78 
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ME MORANDUM OF CO NVER SATION 

PARTICIPANTS: Eng. Mehdi Bazargan, National Liberation Front 

Mohammad Tavakoli, Civil Engineer, National 
Liberation Front 

John D. Stempel , U.S. Embassy, Tehran 

DATE & PLACE; May 30, 1978 - Private Home in Darrous 

SUBJECT : Further Discussions with Liberation Movement of 

Iran (LMI) officials 

DISTRIBUTION: AMB, DCM, OR, NEA/IRN, POL 

E.O. 11652 : XGDS-4 


I was greeted warmly by Tavakoli and Bazargan who apologized 
that Dr. Sahabi could not join us because of illness. After 
the usual pleasantries and very friendly "tarc'f", I asked if 
Bazargan had received an answer from his letter to the Shah 
^ vgge s t. i.ng a television interview between * he Shah and opposition 
1 eaters (see May 25 Bazargan/Stempel meincon) , Bazargan replied 
that there had been no answer, but that he was intrigued by 
Minister of Information Homayoun ’ s press conference (reported 
by Tehran ), which statedthat dissidents who expressed their 

loyalty to the country and monarchy would be allowed media time/ 
space to present their case. 


In response to my question as to the LMI ’ s attitude towards 
this statement, Bazargan said that if the Shah can define what 
lie means by monarchy, "we are prepared to say whether we believe 
in it. Historically, the Iranian monarchy has been a dictatorial, 
not a constitutional , institution. Then, choosing his words 
carefully, Bazargan said the LMI believes in -the constitution. 

If the Shah is ready to implement all provisions of the 
constitution, then we are prepared tt> accept the monarchy." 

Bazargan said there were two questions. On the theoretical side, 
will, the Shah accept the constitution? On the political side, 
will he abide by it? Is be ready to relinquish some, power to 
groups that may come forward? Tavakoli said that LMI believes 
be is not. 

Wn at a b o u t LMI ? 

At this point*. I suggested it would be not only useful but 
necessary for us to know more about the LMI. Unless we knew 
something about the strength and depth of organization and had 
some understanding, of the Movement's doctrine, it would be 
difficult to take it seriously. How did I know I was not 
listening to two gentlemen who were merely expressing the 
views of a few close friends? 


'tavakoli broke in and said 
< - 1 a r f i e d first : Does the 
idiannel ” into the Embassy? 
•he LMI had heard that the 


there was one question that must be 
Carter administration have a ’'separate 
In response to my probing, he said 
Carter Administration has its "own” 
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sources within the Embassy. (Comment: At first I thought this 
might b.e a vague reference to illicit CIA connections. The 
subsequent discussion convinced me that someone told LMI leaders 
in the U.S. that there were separate entrees of some kind.) 

I replied that as far as I knew there were no "separate channels." 
Individuals occassionally wrote informal letters to personal 
friends; perhaps someone had misinterpreted this sort of 
correspondence as an "official” channel. The Ambassador was the 
President's presonal representat ive and approved messages to 
Washington. I then indicated to Bazargan that I discussed our 
talks only with the Ambassador, his deputy and the political 
counselor. The Ambassador, of course, had the final say on what 
was forwarded to Washington, where he could be certain it would 
be read by a politically responsible officer. I asked then 
how widely they had discussed our previous conversation. Tavakoli 
replied that they had not: discussed it with "others". After a 
brief discussion with Bazargan, Tavakoli made a more forward 
statement. The LMI wished to be responsive to our wish to know 
more about the movement. They hoped to continue full and frank 
(he stressed the frank) exchanges but .were even prepared to give 
us information unilaterally because, the Movement believed it was 
in its interest to do so. He noted the Movement had supplied 
much information to Richard Cottam virhen he was a State Department 
officer and continued to do so. The Movement thought in that 
instance it had been very helpful. I indicated I would, if he 
and Bazargan wished, report any particularly sensitive information 
directly to the Ambassador. Both said that they saw no need for 
that kind of restriction and would be prepared to discuss the 
Movement in more detail at our next meeting, probably after my 
return from vacation (this would probably be the first week of 
July). This kind of new step, however, required consultation 
with other leaders. 

Bazargan then asked about a contact that had been made by an 
Embassy officer through an Iranian friend before I began meeting 
with the group- -should this go ahead? After some sparring, we 
determined that Political Counselor Lambrakis had made the 
request several weeks earlier through another dissident leader. 
Bazargan expressed the view that further contact was not 
necessary, but he would be glad to meet with Mr. Lambrakis 
if the latter desired. I replied that I would check with 
Mr Lambrakis to see. (Comment: On the whole, Lambrakis and 
i believe occasional social contact between Bazargan and Lambrakis 
would be a good thing, since it would show watching GOI eyes 
where our "contact" was. Those leaders, including Tavakoli, 
who are thought not to be known to the. police would not, of course 
want to meet with Lambrakis.) 

V ; ) ri o us Inc idents 

At this point the conversation became more informal as we had 
dessert. Tavakoli and Bazargan offered the following information 
on events in Iran over the past ten days. 
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The Shah's pressure on the dissident movement has definitely 
increased. Despite the prevailing quiet, there have been a 
number of incidents. The most important had been in Qom where 
there have been quite a few arrests of both mullahs and religious 
students up to May 29. Ayatollah Shariatmadari is under close 
SAVAK surveillance. One prominent mullah arrested is Mr. Nateq 
Nouri. Two other mullahs were arrested in Tehran on May 29, 
Fazlolah Mahalati and Jaafar Shojooni. The LMI professed not to 
know why they had been picked up. (Nateq and Mahalati were among 
those recommended for arrest by another contact who had talked 
with the Court Ministry. They, and presumably Shojooni, are both 
Khomeini men.) 

Projected Demonstration s 

SAVAK has contacte<TaTl mosques in the major cities and said 
there will be no ceremonies on June 5. Religious leaders and 
LMI leaders have called for people to stay inside, a form of 
general strike to show Che government that the whole country is 
both unified and dissatisfied. The LMI believes that any 
political meeting will be met by army attacks on demonstrators. 
The Fifth of June date celebrates the moment at which the Shah 
ordered the army to shoot to kill in the 1963 National Front 
riots, which led to Ayatollah Khomeini's exile. 

In response to my question, Bazargan said it was not clear there 
would be demonstrations on the 19th of June. This depended 
on what happened on the Fifth. 

On Friday, May 26, commandos attacked thirty students who were 
mountain climbing northeast of Tehran. These commandos were 
riot police who brought along their own medical teams. The 
students were beaten badly, then taken to the village of Afjeh 
for medical aid. Veils (chadors) were pulled off the women who 
were insulted for a period which ranged from 4 to 5 hours. At 
least some of the group were released, but Bazargan did not know 
if any of the rest had been arrested or not. Tavakoli asked what 
my interpretation of this event was, and I replied it sounded 
like police overreaction. 

The government has stopped the pay of Aryamehr University 
faculty members who had been striking against the University's 
proposed move to Isfahan. ' Bazargan said his sources believe 
the army wants to use the Xryamehr campus to establish its own 
engineering school. Bazargan reported that a low-level staff 
member at Tehran University said the Empress Farah had convened 
a trustees meeting to hear student representatives discuss their 
problems. At the conclusion, she indicated she would set up a 
meeting for the students with Prime Minister Amouzegar. At her 
direction the board of trustees reportedly approved a 15,000 
rial housing allowance per month for faculty members. 
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COMMENT: LMI views of the incidents above, particularly the 

police attack on students, probably do not tell the whole story. 
They should be treated as having a kernel of truth covered by 
some exaggeration until modified or confirmed by other sources. 
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Tehran , Iran 

June 6, 



1978 


Henry Precht., Esquire 
NEA/IRN 

Department of State 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Henry: 

Welcome to Command Central, NEA/IRN style. We are delighted 
to have you aboard, though perhaps not as much as Myles is. 
What we have for you today should give you something to 
get your teeth into early. The memcons enclosed with this 
letter are being very closely held as you see, and I wanted 
to forward them to you with a word for explanation and com- 
ment so they may be used to best advantage. 

Mohammad Tavakoli, who is a ranking member (but who has 
thus far not admitted to i t) of the Liberation Movement of 
Iran (LMI) contolling board or executive committee, was 
introduced to John Stempel as a byproduct of another contact 
within the Mission. As you will see from the memcona, the 
relationship has developed slowly but, as we understand from 
our other contacts, very satisfactorily from the LMI point 
of view. Despite their suspicions, they appear to be on the 
verge of beginning meaningful discussions with John which 
could give us some real insights into and information about 
the LMI and various fringe groups, to supplement that from 
other POL and Embassy contacts. 

The LMI will almost certainly at some point begin exhorting 
us to do different things. We know from the way the initial 
contact was arranged that they are quite eager to talk to us, 
but have the usual paranoia about CIA involvement. You and 
others might give us your thoughts in due course about the 
directions we might like this contact to go, the pressures we 
should be prepared to accept, and what aims of our own we 
might want to press at some future time. We think for the 
moment we should keep this 'specific business as quiet as 
possible. 

As far as additional distribution is concerned, we will 
leave that to your discretion. Obviously, continued utility 
of this contact depends on extreme discretion by those who 
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know about it. We do not know the genesis of the LMI' s belief 
that the Administration has a "separate channel" into the 
Embassy (see May 30 memcon) , but we would hate to see our 
side billing this contact as that sort of thing. We are 
handling the matter here by simply 3aying generally that we 
are in touch with a whole range of people on various occasions 
and letting it go at that. 

We find it fascinating that Richard C.ottam, as several of 
us had thought, is still a principal contact for the LMI 
in the U.S. and that they were willing to confirm this, even 
in the early stages of discussion. 

Sincerely, 


Dharle3 W. Naas 
Minister-Connselor 

Attachments : 

as stated above 
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MF-KORANDHH OF CONVERSATION 

PARTICIPANTS: Eng. Mehdi Bazargan, National Liberation Front 

Mohammad Tavakoli, Civil Engineer, National 
Liberation Front 

Dr. Yadoilah Sahabi, National Liberation Front 
John D. Stempel, Political Officer, U.S. Embassy 

DATE & PLACE: July 18, 1978 - Private home in Darrous, Tehran 

'SUBJECT Liberation Movement of Iran (LMI) --Uncertainty 

Over Iranian Politics, Reticence in American 
Contact 

DISTRIBUTION: CHARGE, OR.VPOL, NEA/IRN 


SUMMARY AND COMMENT : 

This meet:ing~was in many ways ray least satisfactory encounter 
with the Liberation Movement officials, because it represented 
the first regression in trust by the LMI and they appeared 
confused and lacking in political imagination. It was clear 
from the outset that all three LMI leaders were focusing upon 
the Iranian Society for the Defense of Liberty and Human Rights 
press interview of July 12 which catalogued alleged deviations 
of the government: in the political rights area. In discussion 
regarding recent political developments-- the projected demon- 
stration laws, proposed electoral activities and religious 
leaders' views --the Front leaders spent most of their time 
criticizing the GOI ' s intentions and expressing disbelief that 
the government would carry through. They accurately reflected 
the confusion which the Shah has apparently successfully sewn 
among the oppositionists. 

The leaders would not discuss projected Liberation Movement 
actions but wished to talk primarily about doctrine and 
ideology. They in effect retreated from their offer (nade at 
our May 30 meeting) to discuss the Front more frankly. 

Probably the principal reason for this was their belief that 
news of our meeting had gotten out. Tavakoli said they had 
heard reports of our contact. He could not or would not be 
more specific, and I assured him that from our side there 
had been very restrictive discussion. They appeared to accept 
this but nevertheless remained suspicious. They would not 
agree at tin's time to a process whereby 1 could contact them 
and left the impression that they would call me again in a 
week or two. 

Clearly, the Shah's recent moves have sewn confusion and 
suspicion. Their reluctance to go into detail about the 
purported leak of our talks raises the question of whether 
there has been some inadvertent: discussion somewhere or 
whether they are merely using this as a means of pulling in 
their horns . 16 
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In addition to supplying a copy of the Iranian Society for the 
Defense of Liberty and H.R.'s handout, they informed me of a 
meeting to be held the evening of July 20 in a garden at a 
major intersection seven blocks from the Embassy (Takte Jamshid 
and Pahlavi) . They do not expect difficulty but are alert to 
the possibility the police may try to limit or otherwise inter- 
fere with the meeting. Main points of discussion are given 
below. End Summary. 

OPPOSITION HUMAN RIGHTS OFFENSIVE : 

The Iranian Society for" the defense of Liberty and Human Rights 
(SDLHR) press conference of July 12 catalogued a number of 
problems, all of which had been the subject of Embassy 
reporting. \ A copy of the group's statement is being transmitted 
separately. Bazargan and Tavakoli asked me what 1 thought of 
it. I replied that it was a useful collection and documentation 
of a number of problems and certainly deserved the attention it 
had gotten. Tavakoli, who increasingly took the lead this 
evening, interjected that this proves the Shah cannot be 
trusted and seemed to be trying to elicit an official U.S. 
response . 

I asked whether there was any official connection between the 
LMI and the Society. Bazargan replied that the LMI supports 
the SDLHR but has no organizational ties to it. Movement 
members join the Society as individuals. The Society's 
constitution calls for it: to be independent from politics. 

That: is why it has felt safe in establishing an "office" 
her e . 

L EAK AGE REGARDI NG E MBASSY/!, HI TALKS : 

At iiiiis 'point, Tavakoli broke in. and. asked if I had told 
anyone about, our talks. I reiterated, as I had six weeks 
earlier, that I had told only the Ambassador, his Deputy 
and my own boss. I asked why the question. He replied that 
word that the LMI was talking to the Embassy had gotten back 
to them from another source. I asked for particulars, and he 
indicated that the group did not know any details, 1 pressed 
him on this, but he could not (or would not) give me anything 
additional. I said many people made conjectures about Embassy 
contacts and gave him copies of two newspaper articles to 
show how these were occasionally erroneously -treated. I 
asked him if there could have been someone guessing if we 
had contacted each other or someone within his own group. 
Bazargan said only three or four other members of the group 
knew of their contact with me. I expressed our concern that 
these contacts were made public but noted that it was USG 
policy to inform ourselves -about: and meet with various groups. 
Someone might have simply assumed \:y. had met at parties or 
elsewhere. I pledged to do some searching from my side and 
urged them to do some more specific investigation. They 
indicated their readiness to proceed. 

17 

SE CKET /1 :: DJS 


3. 


SECKET/LIMDIS 


LMX AND POLI TICAL LIBE RALIZATION: __ ^ 1 hill 

T askea' whaL the Movement s view of the recent electoral Di 
and' the projected demonstration law. I wondered whether thr„ 
had affected LMI attitudes or strategy. Bazargan said the 
electoral law was interesting. The group was taking as P 
by-step approach to the new law. However all Iranian, 
remained deeply suspicious of the Shah « ««ntions How 
could a man who had ruled autocratically for 37 years 
suddenly be converted? The SDLHR had accurately documented 
recent .violations- and .the. LMI belieyad the Shah was not 
sincere. 

Any demonstration law in Iran. would simply be a tool to 
oct-nhlish Dolice control over oppositionist factions, unii 
the U.S., where signing up for demonstrations gave Protection. 
The government 1 s intention was what was important, 
no rfalon To believe the government really wanted _ freedom 

out * 

reiigious 1 and U politicai n f iguref . Tazargan canted that the 

«ss Si srsja ^* sr‘s ; ^ 

trouble but thought there might be police guards with 
"potential" for interference. 

fTfi^^T^irlrodding as to what^tr 

measuref'the LuTTlers jockeyed' back and. forth decrying 
the government’s intentions and finally saying that any 

- * s-f ssul 

srfpwmrtfws 

fg EuncLlSn.! Ih.y mLm Om th » 

Movement through its nine months of open existence m 19 , 

TdT of its leaders to jail for four to ten years, and its 
veHv-I on a "semi -clandestine" basis in 1971. They carefully 
d iminished the importance of the Union of National front 
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Groups under Darious Foruhar. They stressed that the; LMX had 
begun working in the late 70s to implant its ideological thrust 
in society. The Movement was political and closely tied to 
Islam--here Tavakoli broke in to state that the choice for 
Iran’s youth was between Marxism and Mohammad ism. 

This led to the question as to how the LMI felt about: supporting 
the mullahs' desire to have a veto, through the Council of Ulema, 
on all laws passed. Tavakoli said the Council has never really 
been established, the concept is # weak and it needs clarifying, 

•I wondered aloud** whether the* mullahs* might not use *it ‘ t:o ’ tak&* * 
power and freeze out the more secular groups. Tavakoli said 
I did not understand that the Islamic experience was not 
similar to the Christian experience, in the Lest. The ulema 
would accept political leadership, end they merely wished to 
measure conformity of religious law with civil, law. I 
expressed scepticism that, this could be the cr'-e and we agreed 
to disagree. (COMMENT: The LMI leaders clearly believe that 
they will dominate any type of coalition with religious leaders. 
Their self-assurance is remarkable, but seems somewhat misplaced 

Tavakoli then assured me that the masses of the Iranian people 
followed the LMI because it promised decisive action against 
the Shah, and behaved "realistically". There followed five 
minutes of ideology which pictured the LMI as the intellectual 
leadership of the Iranian "freedom movement". When I mildly 
suggested that Ayatollah Shariatmadori had said it was not 
necessary to overthrow the Shah, Tavakoli responded sharply 
that if Shariatmadari confirmed that view, he would be deserted 
by the mass of the people (COMMENT: very dubious). The LMI 
is clearly uneasy about the prospect, that other opposition 
groups, especially religious ones, will come to a coherent 
ideological program that embraces the Shah. I got the definite 
impression that such a development: would severely destabilize 
the LMI. 

LM I ORG ANI Z AT I ON : 

WEen I probeTTTurther about the LMI ’ s present organization, 
the leaders quickly drew back. I expressed the veiw that it 
would be helpful to know more about their organization since 
it helped to put them in perspective. They replied smoothly 
that they had thought I was only interested in background and 
doctrine. They were uneasy about giving me information on 
the Movement because of the security problems and the fact that 
the Movement had not yet become "open". I asked whether this was 
a backing off from what they had said six weeks earlier. 

Tavakoli and Bazargan carefully avoided either confirming or 
denying this, but in discussing future meetings, used the term 
"exchange, of information" which had been the phrase v.’hich 
signalled more restrained contact. I suggested that some way 
be worked out to allow me to contact them other than calling 
Eng. Bazargan directly (which I have never done?) . After sonic* 
internal discussion, Tavakoli said he would call me again "in 
a week or two" and w T e could arrange to meet again. The other 
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PARTICIPANTS: Mohammad Tavakoli, Liberation Movement of Iran (LMI) 
John D. Stempel, Political Officer, American 
Embassy, Tehran 

DATE & PLACE: August 21, 1978 - North-side restaurant 

SUBJECT : Iranian Political Situation 

DISTRIBUTION: AMB, DCM, OR, POL, NEA/IRN 


Tavakoli contacted me August 20 after a month's lapse since 
our last conversation. He met with me alone without the 
other LMI officials who had met with us previously. The 
purpose of the meeting from his point of view was to present 
LMI versions of various events of the past month. 

The following major points emerged from the meeting: A) LMI 
has an entirely different perception of reality than most 
other opposition groups and certainly a totally different 
perspective than government. This difference is so marked at 
the present time as to make dialogue between the G01 and the 
LMI extremely difficult if not impossible. B) Tavakoli 
said that the nationalist movement in Iran lacks a popular 
base. The choice is between Islam and communism for the 
movement must have an ideology. C) The GOI has keen con- 
sistently provocative with respect to police and military 
forces around the mosques. "The people” will undoubtedly 
continue to demonstrate and there may be additional violence. 
The LMI is predicting that there will be martial law in Tehran 
by August 23. or 24. (Comment: This seems unlikely). 

Rece nt Events : Tavakoli described the aborted political 
meeting (reported in Tehran 7022). He indicated that a 
member of Iranian Committee for Human Rights and Freedom, 

Eng. Hashem Sabaghian who had arranged for the use of the 
property where the meeting was held, was picked up by SAVAK 
on July 22 and remains" in the Komite prison in Iran. His 
family has visited him*once and he is in good health. The 
International League for Human Rights has cabled the Prime 
Minister in protest of this arrest and the Committee for the 
Defense of Human Rights has protested police action in 
breaking up the meeting. 

Tavakoli jumped on the Shah's August 17 press conference 
statement that liberty was costing so much as evidence that 
the Shah will not keep even a minimum promise about democrat- 
ization'. He reviewed recent disturbances in Isfahan and 
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Shiraz, arguing that they were government provocations. He 
said adoctor in Shiraz had reported 38 killed and 300 injured 
in the early August riots in Shiraz. I suggested that his 
figures were way in excess of what other sources had re P°tted 
but he doggedly stayed with them and added that police had 
burned mosque rugs, bicycles and motorcycles and even attacked 
a woman in the mosque area. (Comment: This does not squar 
with any other report of the Shiraz events or even other 
dissident comments heard here.) In Bchbehan, Tavakoli 
claimed ten were killed in an attack on the mosque. n 
Tehran, Tavakoli reported activities at mosques in recent 
days and noted that police had been very active m breaking 
up meetings in the Lurzadeh, Imam Hossem and bazaar mosques. 

He noted that LMI officials, including Eng. Bazargan were 
speaking at various mosques, but the Kanoon-eh-Tohit mosque 
in Kennedy square was closed August 20, the night Bazargan 
was to talk. In the Qoba mosque five blocks from the 
Pars American club. Tavakoli said crowds had reached 20,000 
for the evening prayer service over the past few days. 

(Comment: We drove by the area following our feting and 
Tavakoli walked with me through the area around the mosque^ 

This old crowd guesser from Berkley would say that not more 
than six or seven thousand people were present both tnside 
and outside the mosque. The speeches were anti-government 
but we did not stay long. Eight trucks of government troops 
were drawn up in three locations but behavior of both troop 
and crowd was unexceptional during the 15 minutes we were 
present . 

Ahadan Theatre Disaster: Tavakoli outlined the LMI ' s view 
^ Abadan! stres S T ^consistencles in the various tor les 
He was particularly concerned to note that the Abadan police 
Chief is Brig. Razmi who was Chief of Police in Qom dur g 
the January riots. Tavakoli claimed that figures were falsifie 
in the early news reporting and that SAVAK officers 
least one local paper stopped initial news reports. He was 
critical of the Abadan fire department for not coming to 
the scene more quickly and criticized the government for- 
saying that terrorists or guerrillas were responsible sine 
"they never attack the people". I took sharp issue with 
thi/latter statement and asked if he were suggesting govern- 
ment collusion or responsibility. He backed off any Hir 
conclusion but said the LMI was conducting its own investiga 
tion and noted that the French Press Agency man in Iran and 
other reporters had gone to Abadan. 

Resnonsibilitv for Unrest-- Foreign or Domestic? Tavakoli 
bore - down heavily on police responsibility for provoking 
unrest and suggested that there were two ways people could 
be provoked: & A) by constant prodding by police officials 
around the mosques and B) external agents. In response to 
a question as to who these agents were, Tavakoli suggested 
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some may be government people but "others may be from outside." 
We talked this point at some length and he admitted apparently 
somewhat reluctantly that LMI leadership suspects there may 
be "others" not under full movement control. He did not go 
as far as to suggest they had foreign backing but listened 
with renewed attention when I detailed some of the reasons we 
suspect there might be foreign elements involved. He did not 
demur and suggested that LMI’s influence on the religious 
movement was not as complete as they would like it to be. 

T he Union of National Front specifically, Darrious Forouhar 
ami Dr. Karim Sanj abi, came under sharp criticism. Tavakoli 
said this group now believes it cannot work with the Shah 
though it once thought so (Comment: In the absence of direct 
contact with these men we are inclined to doubt they have 
shifted their position so radically, particularly as the 
Iranian scene has been opening up. It is clear that there is 
considerable friction within the opposition coordinating group, 
between ex-Nat ional Fronters and the more militant Liberation 
Movement .-stalwarts . ) 

LMI ideolo gy an d th e i r reaction to the Shah's L ibera lization : 

Tn response to a direct question on the STtah's constitution 
day speech, Tavakoli said it contained some good sentiments 
but there was no reason to believe the Shah's actions would 
fulfill the promise of his words. He expressed surprise that 
the American Embassy still spoke of these things and said 
that one purpose of our exchange of information was to have 
a correct (meaning LMI) view of events reflected in American 
policy. I suggested that our concern with these elements 
occur because they are a fact of public life, that we too 
were watching to see if action matched words. 

Tavakoli stated that the close tie between the LMI and the 
religious movement was necessary. Iran was becoming split 
by the marxists and the religious. He left no room for a 
middle-of-the-road philosophy supportive of the Shah. All 
this will pass and the true conflict for the future will be 
between Islam and communism. For this reason the Liberation 
Movement is moving to closer links with religious leaders. 
Since Mossadeq's time, the Liberation Movement had lost its 
popular base and must rebuild around Islam. (This is the 
most surprising statement an oppositionist has made to me 
in over two years. Oppositionists normally contend they 
represent a thwarted majority of the people who cannot 
speak their minds.) 

Co n cluding Com ment: Tavakoli was more relaxed at this 
meeting than previously. I asked him if he had any other 
clues as to who had learned of oir earlier meetings. He 
did not go into names but did say that there had never been 
a reference to specific meetings but only to Liberation 
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E.O. 11652: XGDS-4 
TAGS: PINS, PORS, IR 

SUBJECT: KHOMEINI PLACED UNDER HOUSE ARREST, LIBERATION 
MOVEMENT OF IRAN (LMI) SEEKS FURTHER U.S. CONTACT 
SUMMARY: LMI REPRESENTATIVES INFORMED EMBOFF THAT IRAQI 
GOVERNMENT HAS PLACED AYATOLLAH KHOMEINI UNDER HOUSE ARREST 
AND WILL ONLY ALLOW RELATIVES TO VISIT. KHOMEINI MAY WANT TO 
LEAVE IRAQ. LMI BELIEVES EITHER USSR OR US PRESSURED IRAQIS 
TO MAKE MOVE. EMBOFF DENIED US ROLE. LMI SUGGESTS MEETING 
WITH US REPRESENTATIVES TO CLARIFY ITS GOALS AND ENLIST US 
ASSISTANCE. IN VIEW OF INCREASING ACTIVITY BY LEFTISTS, 
FURTHER DEMONSTRATIONS MAY BE IN STORE. END SUMMARY. 

1. AT URGENT REQUEST OF LMI REPRESENTATIVE, POLOFF STEMPEL 
MET WITH TWO REPRESENTATIVES OF MOVEMENT SEPT 25. LMI 
ASKED FOR MEETING BECAUSE NEWS HAD REACHED IRAN SEPT. 24 
THAT IRAQI GOVERNMENT HAS PLACED SOLDIERS AROUND KHOMEINI 


HOUSE AND HAD ONLY ALEOWEOTWO PEOPLE, BOTH RELATIVES, THROUGH 
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I POLICE LINE. POLICE TOLD KHOMEINI MOVE TAKEN BECAUSE 1 
IRAQ WANTS GOOD RELATIONS WITH IRAN. KHOMEINI SAID HE 
WOULD PROBABLY WANT TO LEAVE IRAQ . LMI REPRESENTATIVES 
SAID MOVEMENT CONVINCED IRAQIS WOULD NOT DO THIS ON THEIR 
OWN AND ACCUSED EITHER US OR USSR OF "FORCING" IRAQ 
TO DO THIS. LMI REPS SAID IRANIAN RELIGIOUS COMMUNITY 
VERY TENSE AND SOME RELIGIOUS LEADERS WERE CONSIDERING 
ISSUING ORDER TO KILL US AND SOVIET CITIZENS IF 
COMPLICITY OF EITHER IS PROVED. EMBOFF TOLD LMI PAIR 
IT WAS ABSURD TO THINK US HAD A HAND IN SUCH ACTION AND, 
WHATEVER CAUSE OF AYATOLLAH'S INCARCERATION, IT WOULD 
BE DISASTROUS FOR ALL CONCERNED IF ATTACKS WERE MADE 
ON FOREIGNERS. LMI MEN SEEMED MOLLIFIED AND STOOD 
DOWN FROM HOSTILE ATTITUDE. 

2. LMI PAIR THEN SKETCHED OPPOSITION VIEW OF PRESENT 
SITUATION: SHAH IS HATED BY "VAST MAJORITY" OF 

IRANIAN PEOPLE. LEFTISTS, ESPECIALLY TUDEH UNDER- 
GROUND GROUPS , ARE BECOMING ACTIVE AND ARE ORGANIZA- 
TIONALLY BETTER ABLE TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF MARTIAL LAW 
THAN OTHERS. US SHOULD STEP IN TO HELP IRAN THROUGH 
DIFFICULT TRANSITION. 
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' SENIOR LMI MAN PRESENT THEN SAID MEETING WITH STEMPEL I 

HAD BEEN REQUESTED TO ARRANGE "HIGH LEVEL" CONTACT WITH 

USG TO PRESENT LMI VIEWS. SUCH MEETING COULD CONSIST 

OF TWO OR THREE INDIVIDUALS PER SIDE AND WOULD HAVE AS 

ITS GOAL EXPLANATION OF LMI POLICIES AND SECURING U.S. 

BLESSING FOR TRANSITIONAL ARRANGEMENTS WHICH WOULD 

CULMINATE IN END OF PABLAVI DYNASTY "IN BEST INTERESTS 

OF BOTH IRAN AND U.S." LMI WOULD ESTABLISH IT HAD GOOD 

RELIGIOUS CONTACTS AT SUCH A MEETING. EMBOFF REPLIED 

U.S. STARTS FROM PREMISE THAT SHAH HAS KEY ROLE IN 
FUTURE POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS 
/ AND IDEA OF SUCH A MEETING SEEMED PREMATURE 

AND SOMEWHAT GRANDIOSE. HE PROMISED RESPONSE LATER. 

(COMMENT: DESPITE EMBOFF' S RATHER HARSH DENIALS, 

LMI TEAM INSISTED U.S. "COULD DO ANYTHING IT WANTED TO" 

WITH RESPECT TO IRANIAN GOVERNMENT. EMBOFF SAID, THIS 

WAS RIDICULOUS.) 

3. IN PROCESS OF DISCUSSION, LMI TEAM HAMMERED HEAVILY 
ON THEME THAT ANARCHY SERVED NO ONE AND THAT SHAH AND 
PRESENT GO I COULD NOT BE TRUSTED TO IMPLEMENT PROMISES. 
EMBOFF ASKED LMI WHAT STEPS IT WOULD BE TAKING TO 
ADAPT MORE OPEN SITUATION TO ITS OWN ME ENDS. DESPITE 
LMI DENIAL THAT IT WOULD COOPERATE WITH GOI , IT WAS 
CLEAR SOME INTENSIVE THOUGHT HAD BEEN GIVEN TO POSSIBLE 
ELECTORAL STRATEGY AND LMI WAS EXTREMELY UPSET BY FACT 


KHOMEINI'S WINGS HAD BEEN CLIPPED. LMI SAID THERE 

J 


SECRET 

Classification OPTIONAL FORM 152a(H> 

(Formerly FS-413(H)a) 

’ January 1975 

Dept, of State 


SECRET 

Classification 


4 


•I 


I WOULD BJE PUBLIC STRIKE, PROBABLY A "QUIET DAY," IN ! 

TWO OR THREE DAYS" TIME TO PROTEST TREATMENT OF 
KHOMEINI. PAIR ALSO ADDED THAT TUDEH UNDERGROUND GROUPS 
WERE PLANNING DEMONSTRATION FOR OCTOBER IS WHICH WOULD 
PROBABLY BE CONFRONTATION WITH GOI IF NOT HANDLED 
PROPERLY. (THIS LAST REPORT, IN SOMEWHAT DIFFERENT FORM, 
ALSO CAME TO POL COUNS FROM DIFFERENT SOURCE.) 

4. COMMENT: LMI CLEARLY OFF BALANCE BY IRAQI MOVE AND 
REMAINS UNSURE HOW IT SHOULD PLAY PRESENT IRANIAN 
LIBERALIZATION PROGRAM. REQUEST FOR MEETING WITH "POLICY 
LEVEL" U.S. OFFICIALS, A LONG-TERM OPPOSITION AIM, 

APPEARS EFFORT TO GET USG TO HELP PULL LMI CHESTNUTS 

OUT OF FIRE. 

5. FOR BAGHDAD: WOULD APPRECIATE ANY INFO YOU CAN 
DEVELOP ON OFFICIAL IRAQI LINE AND ACTUAL SITUATION OF 
KHOMEINI IN NJUZKKX NAJAF OR BAGHDAD. 
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MEMORANDUM OP C ONVERSAt™?.' 

PARTICIPANTS : Bahrain Bahrmnian. Liberation Movement of Iran (LMI) 
Mohammad Tavakoli, " » V< ,, '• uu ' 1 

John D. Stempel, Political Officer, U.S. Embassy 

DATE & PLACE: Sept. 25, 197 8 - Dowlr.t Street 

SUBJECT : LMI seeks Kitfi Level U.S. Meeting 

Ms “- SS«K: S, M0 
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LMI SEERS HIGH-LEVEL MEETING-. Bahramian then described the 
present political situation in the following terms: The 
communists are very active and the Tudeh underground 
organization has benefited substantially from Martial Law, 
since it can work more effectively than legal organizations. 
There is to be a major strike of some kind on the 15th of 
October which the Tudeh and other radicals are likely to 
attempt to convert into a violent attack against the govern- 
ment. There will be a lesser "public strike" in a few days 
to protest Khomeini's restriction, probably a stay-home day. 

The LMI does not trust the Shah and does not believe he intends 
to create any kind of democratic system. There was considerable 
discussion on this point and Stempel asked point blank how the 
LMI planned to play its cards in the next few months. Tavakoli 
said the LMI needed a year or two to get organized and thought 
the government would have to be watched and at least verbally 
attacked if there was to be any progress. (COMMENT: While 
the LMI men talked non- cooperation with the government, it is 
clear that they have given intense thought to possible electoral 
strategy . ) . 

Bahramian then said there should be a meeting between U.S. 
officers who had policy influence and the LMI . The LMI would 
describe its tactics for achieving the goal of democratization. 
Stempel asked what purpose such a meeting ; would serve and what 
result was expected. Bahramian said it would serve to convey 
the LMI's policies to Washington at a suitable level and the 
LMI hoped to achieve U.S. blessing on non-violent activities 
aimed at getting rid of the Pahlavi Dynasty. Stempel replied 
the U.S. obviously did not see the Iranian situation the way 
the LMI did and regarded the Shah as a force for stability 
and as a major factor for guiding democratic change. Stempel 
was then treated to an impassioned few minutes describing how 
the mass of Iranians disliked the Shah and wanted him gone; 

"But we are not asking you to get rid of him, just to agree 
to help us change." Tavakoli said for two years the LMI has 
tried to keep nationalists activities- non-violent. "Now we 
are reaching the point where the masses are beginning to leave 
us for violent activities." The LMI does not seek violence or 
anarchy which only benefits the communists. Bahramian said 
it might even be possible to have the Shah attend such a 
meeting, but Tavakoli disagreed and said the Shah had to go. 

Stempel said he would, of course, report the request to his 
government but such a meeting seemed a little grandiose and 
not merited by the State of LMI/ US discussions to date, nor 
by the assumptions on which the LMI was operating. How did 
the U.S. government know that Tavakoli and his friends spoke 
for anything more than themselves? The LMI pair replied that 
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OTHER EVENTS: The TMT mo- • ■ , 

artificial group revolvin'* National Front war? an 

the LMI was not re-illv „ ’’ rounn individuals. They said 
(COMMENT: Thi s corr^pond^to ' whf t*?" th £ Front 4 ‘wore 
from another faction have told ul J ° ° ther Front ambers 

accident n nefr Cl yazd f was a a°ma?o- Golpayc & an ' s son in a traffic 

Acrowd in Yazd forced the GO I to'^hin^ r ? li S ious meetings, 
freight the body to Qom nnd t- } k ^andon its plans to air 
religious faithful to Qom. ^ body WaS driven by the 

recently eraphasized^o^egoti Ay ? tollah Shariatmadart has 
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LMI pair added tint f-ho-f l because his Soviet wife Tho 

ask a d C f pisode and su r ro mid ing r fa - °an L ~ daa f ' in the Jnleh 

asked where the bulk were buried rw a PProaches 1,000. When 
where, but have no further evident Kbftff ti^i^r 

in Khomeini n 'had ^ ~ced 

strationf ^ n ° Cal1 for * public' strike or other^.on- 28 ' 

ns that^the'Hpros sure ‘for f-v 0 ?? 1 F f ont figures suggest to 
officials ha.? at lelst pa« If >?«*ng ^thYs. 
thln the Liberation Movement and tha Prwt!"'" 1 " 1 conflicts 

POL : JDStem^ri'Aab : 9- 28- 78 


31 






r sn PP0RT for political liberalization< but N0N _ intervenkL 

” NTERNAL IRAN1AN ™ SAID THIS WAS USG 

ND USG COULD NOT AGREE WITH LMI ASSUMPTION THAT 
SHAH HAD TO GO. IT WAS TIME FOR OPPOSITION ELEMENTS TO 
-RK TOGETHER TO PRESERVE SYSTEM FROM CHAOS THAT WOULD 
BENEFIT NO ONE and POSSIBLY LEAD TO MILITARY OR 
TOTALITARIAN TAKEOVER. THERE APPEARED TO US ENOUGH 
ELEMENTS OF COMMON INTEREST EVEN BETWEEN LMI AND GOI 
that there was a great deal more room for genuine 
POLITICAL WORK THAN THERE HAD BEEN. SHARIF-EMAMI GOVERN- 

MENT WAS “ -als~ press ™>om, UNIVERSITY 

INDEPENDENCE, FREEDOM OF ASSEMBLY, AND FREE ELECTIONS- 
WHICH ALL SUPPORTED. 

LMI REPS SAID THEY COULD AGREE WITH MOST OF WHAT WAS 

SAID EXCEPT F0R R0LE 0P ™ey -pressed concern for 

POSSIBLE ..UNFORTUNATE OUTCOME.. OF ANARCHY AND SAID EVENTS 
COMING TWO WEEKS WOULD PROBABLY GIVE EVERYONE 
OIPPERENT PERSPECTIVE ( COMMENT : IN MARKED CONTRAST TO 

anxiety expressed at meeting described reftel, lmi pair 

SEEMED CONFIDENT THAT TTMF 

AT ™ E AND CIRCUMSTANCE WOULD BRING 
USG CLOSER TO THEIR VIEWS) . 

^ EMB ° PF SAID «*“ «« -G POLICY EXPRESSED AT 
POLICY LEVEL IN WASHINGTON IF DESIRED. LMI REPS 

HASTENED TO REASSURE EMBOFF THAT THEY - BELIEVED THEY 
L WERE GETTING S ™ T - «« - ™OUG„ T WASHINGTON , 
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MEETING WAS NOT NECESSARY "AT MOMENT"? THEY WISHED , 
HOWEVER, TO LEAVE OPEN THE POSSIBILITY AND THEREFORE 
RESERVED FORMAL RESPONSE TO OFFER UNTIL LATER. 

5. LMI OFFICIAL THEN X ^SKED WHAT USG THOUGHT BRITISH 
ROLE WAS. EMBOFF REPLIED LMI WOULD HAVE TO ASK UK, 

(WHICH THEY NOT PREPARED TO DO, ACCORDING TO SOURCE) . 
EMBOFF THOUGHT UK POSTURE TOWARD GOI WAS ESSENTIALLY SAME 
AS U.S., BUT LMI REPS SAID THEY HAD IMPRESSION UK WAS MUCH 
MORE DISPOSED TO HELP SHAH AND ROYAL FAMILY AND WERE 
DEFINITELY SUPPORTING MINISTER OF SCIENCE AND HIGHER 
EDUCATION NAHAVANDI’S NASCENT POLITICAL GROUP. U.S. AT 
LEAST "HAD ITS HEART IN THE RIGHT PLACE." EMBOFF 
CAUTIONED LMI NOT TO MISINTERPRET U.S. POLICY — WE 
THOUGHT SHAH'S CONTINUED PRESENCE NECESSARY FOR SUCCESSFUL 
OUTCOME OF CHANGES IRAN WAS GOING THROUGH. 

6. IN RESPONSE TO EMBOFF' S QUESTION ABOUT DEVELOPMENTS 
IN NEAR FUTURE, LMI REPS SAID THERE WOULD PROBABLY BE 
RELIGIOUS PARADES ON OCT. 14 HOLIDAY CELEBRATING BIRTH 
OF IMAM REZA, AND THERE WOULD UNDOUBTEDLY BE "GENERAL 
STRIKE’ OF SOME KIND OCT 18 OR 19 (PAIR LEFT IMPRESSION 
EXACT DATE AND MODE NOT YET SET) . LMI REPRESENTATIVES 
THEN GAVE EMBOFF LATEST STATEMENT OF MOVEMENT'S POSITION 


IN PERSIAN AND ASKED TO SEE ENGLISH TRANSLATION. EMBOFF 
SUGGESTED THEY RECONTACT HIM IN TWO OR THREE DAYS, AND 


PAIR AGREED TO DO SO. 
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receded the translation, SSkS 

OctoberM-U dLrastrf tLns^nV"' 3 5 ° wounded during the 
attacks in other cities as we vT*'- ™ ere had bea " police 
was the government causing violent Wlshed to conclude that it 
pointed out that no o^e L d all'," 0 ' the de ™nstrators . I 
and asked if it was LMI strateev to ly n” var r°us incidents 
against the government rather than co "? lnue demonstrating 
tts policy of elections. Tavakof? PU ?a ln § the Bovernnent on 
trust the Shah and would not want to nfrM " • S ? iU didn't 

ft 65, we F® n °t going to be free ln elect ions 

would consider as approDrffl^ " 1 ^sked him what the LMT 

Tavakoli said there P £ou?H hf guarantees for free elections 

renr ght Sharif - E mami had to go^LMI^nri^ • gov ? rnine nt and' 

representatives would n-ro LMI and National Front 
unless there cou?d be somesort^f Partici P aba in elections 
prime minister. 1 of government under another 

scheperto'becomrPMf^avIkon^!^ 6 -!^^ 41 " 1111 had not been 

but Amini did not wish i-n k ^ a d been a possibil i 

o f ^ AVAIC and the Army 1 suggested Without control 

on his chance to become PM and had^^ert^ had !" lssed the boat 
of wax instead of a oarriol „ d tried f °r the whole ball 
and agreed perhaps this was SQ ccess - Tava koli grinned wryly 

I asked Tavakoli whether ho t-h . „ 

would not bring on a militarv ™ ght continue d demonstrations 
noped not, that militarv r Y government. He said the LMI 
violence and greater dlLfter™?"^ 1 ^ 1 cad to increasing 

?av r rf ed U ' S - opposition to milita?y e ru^ a t ^ had 

avakoli seemed genuinely pleased and , a iH C the g° vernm ent . 

y V eased and said everyone hoped the 
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the situation does not deteriorate. I replied, with somewhat 
of a "show me" attitude that pushing the Shah toward free 
elections was a better strategy than offering continuing 
violence. Tavakoli again said the government could not be 
trusted. I said many moderates thought the opposition did 
not seriously want elections. Was the LMI really trying to 
"con" everybody? • Did they only want political power at what- 
ever price? If the LMI was serious about elections, why 
weren't they pressing for guarantees rather than demonstrating? 
Tavakoli was somewhat taken back at my vehemence and said the 
LMI was of course considering the possibility of doing some- 
thing in this line. I replied that the U.S. felt now was a 
good time for various opposition groups to take the govern- 
ment's promises seriously enough to begin trying to see if 
they could be realized. It seemed to me that only those who 
sought chaos (perhaps for reasons unrelated to Iran) sought 
continued violence. Tavakoli acknowledged this might be so 
and that Tudeh activities in the universities was beginning 
to concern both the LMI and the National Front. He indicated 
he would be out of touch for a while but definitely wanted to 
meet with me again. We settled on October 31. 

Tavakoli seemed more disposed to consider the possibility of 
cooperating with the government towards some form of elections. 
He accepted without a strong demur my posing of the inconsis- 
tencies between advocating violence and working with the system. 
He was clearly uneasy about LMI ' s work with the demonstrations 
but also clearly sees it as a means of keeping pressure on the 
government. He said nothing about the projected meeting 
between Eng. Bazargan and Khomeini in Paris, either because 
he was under instructions not to do so or because a final 
decision on the meeting ( announced two days later) had not 
been made. 

At our meeting October 31, Tavakoli said the only answer to 
stopping unrest was Khomeini. He expected Bazargan to return 
November 2 or 3 , and would have a better idea of where the LMI 
stood at that time. 
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E.O. 12065: XDS-4 12-3-98 (STEMPEL, J.D.) OR-P 
TAGS: PINS, PORS , IR 
„ SUBJECT: KHOMEINI CONTACT 
REF: STATE 303337 

1. MOHAMMAD TAVASSOLI OF REFTEL IS INDIVIDUAL KNOWN TO US AS 
MOHAMMAD TAVAKOLI WITH WHOM POLOFF STEMPEL HAS BEEN IN CONTACT 
REGULARLY SINCE MAY 1978. HE IS NOT RPT NOT A " KHOMEINI MAN" 
EXCEPT IN LIMITED SENSE. HE IS A SECOND-ECHELON LIBERATION 
MOVEMENT OF IRAN (LMI) LEADER BEHIND MORE PROMINENT FIGURES 
SUCH AS BAZARGAN AND SAHABI WITH WHOM WE HAVE ALSO HAD 
CONTACTS. LMI IS, OF COURSE, MOST PRO-KHOMEINI GROUP IN 
OPPOSITIONIST GALAXY. 

2. TAVASSOLI WAS SOMEWHAT DISCONCERTED TO HAVE DEMONSTRATED 
TO HIM THAT EMBASSY KNEW WHO HE REALLY WAS. THIS CONTACT IS 
PARTICULARLY SENSITIVE FOR SEVERAL REASONS. WE WOULD BE 
INTERESTED IN KNOWING WHETHER SOURCE GAVE US THIS NAME ON HIS 
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i~OWN INITIATIVE. EMBASSY REALIZES WHOLE QUESTION OF U.S. 1 
CONTACTS WITH OPPOSITION HAS REGRETTABLY ENTERED PUBLIC 
AREA AT HOME, BUT HOPES DEPARTMENT CAN PROTECT SENSITIVE 
SOURCES SUCH AS THIS ONE AND OTHERS . NEWSPAPER ARTICLES 
SUCH AS NOV 28 WASHPOST OBERDORFER PIECE, WHICH WAS JUST 
PLAIN WRONG FOR STARTERS, CAST UNHELPFUL GLARE OF PUBLICITY 
WHICH IN PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES COULD CAUSE LMI AND OTHERS 
TO PULL BACK DURING PERIOD WHEN IT COULD BE VERY IMPORTANT 
TO KEEP SUCH DISCREET CHANNELS OPEN. 
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E.O. 12065: RES-4 12-14-98 ( STEM PEL, J.D.) OR-P 
TAOS: PINS, ,INT, IR 

SUBJECT: LIBERATION MOVEMENT OF IRAN (IMP VIEWS OF 
RECENT EVENTS 

SUMMARY: LIBERATION MOVEMENT OF IRAN (LMI) SOURCE OFFERED 
LMI VIEW OF TASSUA/ASHURA DEMONSTRATIONS AND CALLED FORCE- 
FULLY ON U.S. TO DUMP SHAH. EMBOFF RESTATED SUPPORT FOR 
COALITION GOVERNMENT UNDER SHAH. END SUMMARY. 

1. LMI SOURCE TELEPHONED EMBOFF STEMPEL AT HOME EVENING 
DEC 13, PREPARED TO DISGORGE FULL LMI LINE ON RECENT NON- 
VIOLENT TEHRAN DEMONSTRATIONS DEC 10-11 (TASSUA AND ASHURA) 
SOURCE SAID LMI CROWD COUNT WAS BETWEEN 1 AND 1.5 MILLION 
DEC lfi AND 1.7-2. 0 MILLION DEC 11. EMBOFF SUGGESTED THESE 
WERE HIGHER THAN ESTIMATES BY PRESSMEN AND OTHERS WHO 
ATTENDED RALLIES, BUT SOURCE STUCK TO HIS FIGURES. 

2. LMI BELIEVED DEMONSTRATIONS WERE A "WALKING REFEREN- 
DUM" AGAINST SHAH. SPIRIT OF PEOPLE WAS TREMENDOUS AND 
UPLIFTING. FACT THAT PARADE WENT OFF PEACEFULLY SHOWED 
WHAT COULD HAPPEN IF SHAH "GAVE UP POWER" OVER PART OF 
TEHRAN AND KEPT HIS TROOPS AND SECURITY PEOPLE OUT OF THE 
WAY. PARADE ALSO SHOWED NATIONAL FRONT COULD ORGANIZE 
GOVERNMENT. SOURCE DESCRIBED THOSE WHO MARCHED AS "TIP OF 
ICEBERG" AND SAID EVENT SHOWED OVERWHELMING SENTIMENT FOR 
GETTING RID CF SHAH. EMBOFF ASKED ABOUT PRO-SHAH EFFORTS 
OF PAST TWO DAYS. SOURCE REPLIED THESE WERE GOVERNMENT 
PROVOCATIONS— IN ISFAHAN GOI TROOPS HAD TURNED VIOLENT AND 
WERE "MASSACRING" PEOPLE. WHENEVER GOI GOT INVOLVED, THERE 
SEEMED TO BE TROUBLE. IN RESPONSE TO QUESTION, SOURCE SAID 
LMI COULD NOT REALLY GIVE ACCURATE EIGURES ON CASUALTIES , 
SINCE SOLDIERS “WERE HUNTING DOWN PEOPLE IN THEIR HOME, 

EVEN BY HELICOPTER II NECESSARY." HE THOUGHT KILLED 
NUMBERED BETWEEN 50 AND 2000, HOWEVER. (NOTE? THIS 
SUBSTANTIALLY EXCEEDS FIGURES REPORTED BY U.S. CONSUL 
ISFAHAN AND APPEARS TO REPRESENT LMI /N ATIONAL FRONT (INF) 
PROPAGANDA "PITCH.") 


3. SOURCE THEN STATED EVENTS OF PAST FEW DAYS SHOWED U.S. 
SHOULD FORCE SHAH TO LEAVE. EMBOFF GAVE STANDARD 
DISCLAIMER THAT U.S. HAS THAT POWER OR WANTS TO INTERVENE 
IN IRAN. SOURCE REPLIED "U.S. IS ALWAYS AGAINST PEOPLE - 
FROM VIETNAM TO IRAN." EMBOFF THEN UNLOADED SO MEW ? 
SHARPLY ON SOURCE, CHALLENGING HIS PROPAGANDISE IC VIE OF 
EVENTS. FMBOFF THEN REITERATED U.S. POSITION THAT COALI- 
TION GOVERNMENT REPRESENTED BETTER WAY TO ACHIEVE LMI /INF 
GOALS THAN CONTINUED CONFRONTATION. WHY DIDN'T INF USE- 
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ITS NJ3V-T OUNB CONFIDENCE TC CREATE GOVERNMENT? SOURCE 
REPLIED WITH FAMILIAR LITANY ON DISTRUST OF SFVT. RUFFLED 
FEATHERS WERE SMOOTHED OVER, AND SOURCE OFFERED TO PROVIDE 
SOME ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION ON ASUDRA RALLIES WITHIN 
NEXT FEW DAYS. EM30FF ACCEPTED GLADLY . 

4. COMMENT: FLAVOR OF ABOVE IS SIMILAR TO COMMENTS FROM 
VAST MAJORITY OF OUR OTHER INF-SUPPORTING CONTACTS. 

THOUGH TAVASSOLI HAS ALWAYS BEEN A HARD-LINER, PERHAPS 
BECAUSE HE IS "OFFICIAL'' LMI CONTACT WITH EMBASSY, KIS 
VIEW THAT PEACEFUL NATURE OF DEMONSTRATIONS MERELY UNDER- 
LINED NATIONAL FRONT STRENGTH AND WAS REASON TO PRESS 
CHALLENGE TO GOI AUTHORITY IS ALSO PROMINENT AMONG 
COMMITTED INF MEMBERS. IF THOUGHTS OF MORE CONCILIATORY 
STRATEGY ARE BEING DISCUSSED, THEY ARE NOT YET REFLECTED 
IN INF SUPPORTERS' PUBLIC TAL^C . SULLIVAN 
BT 
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S.O. 12065: XRBS 1-2-3S (S TEMPED , J.D.)'OS-P 
TAGS : PINS , PGOV , POSS , IR 

, SUBJECT : CCTTAM’ CN KHOMEINI. LIBERATION MOVEMENT (IMI) 
AND NATIONAL FRONT (INF) 



i CON-2 
Cl' SHI>. 

on a cm: 


SUMMARY: PROF RICHARD CCTTAM REVIEWED HIS DEC 25 MEETING 
WITH AYATOLLAH KHOMEINI FOR EMBASSY AND OFFERED HIS 
IMPRESSIONS OF OPPOSITION AFTER SHORT VISIT TO IRAN. HE 
BELIEVES LIBERATION MOVEMENT (I, Ml) AND OTHERS WILL 
RELUCTANTLY ACQUIESCE IN BAKKTIAR GOVERNMENT BUT HOPE 
FOP EVENTUAL SHIFT TO LMI-BACKED "ADVISORY" COUNCIL PLUS 
SHAH'S PERMANENT DEPARTURE. COTTAM DESCRIBED KHOMEINI 
ORGANIZATION AND SAID HE BELIEVES GROUP HAS GOOD CONTROL 
CF STREET MOBS. All OPPOSITIONISTS AGREE THAT CONTINUED 
DISORDER WILL OPEN WAY FOR COMMUNIST ORGANIZATIONS TO PLAY 
GREATER ROLE. END SUMMARY. 


1. FROF COTTAM MET WITH EMBOTF STEMPEL JAN 1 FOR TWO-HOUR 
REVIEW OF PRESENT POLITICAL SITUATION, INCLUDING REPORT 
ON KIS MEETING WITH AYATOLLAH KHOMEINI DEC 2S . COTTAM 
SPENT DAY WITH KHOMEINI ENTOURAGE AND BELIEVES E3RAHIM 
YAZDI TO BE LEADING TACTICIAN IN KHOMEINI CAMP. COTTAM 
FOUND KHOMEINI TO BE VERY MUCH A GENERALIST WHO DISLIKES 
TO GET INTO DETAIL. KHOMEINI IS THE BOUNDARY-SETTING, 

! CHARISMATIC LEADER OF THE ISLAMIC MOVEMENT WITH YAZDI 
AS HIS CHIEF OF STAFF. COTTAM DESCRIBED SAD2C GOBZADSH 'S 
MAIN CONTACTS AS WITH THE MUSA SADR GROUP IN LEBANON 
(COTTAM HAD NOTHING TO OFFER ON THAT PUZZLE) AND WITH 
BOUMSDIENNE IN ALGEFIA. GOEZEDEH'S RELATIONSHIP WITH 
QADDAFI BLOWS HOT AND COLD, "SINCE BOTH ARE A LITTLE 
SCREWY." 


2, KHOMEINI DID STATE THAT HE WAS NOT INTERESTED IN 
MULLAHS TAKING OVER GOVERNMENT AND LEFT IMPRESSION THAT 
PRESENT SUCCESS OF MOVEMENT WAS GOD-CRLA I NEE AND INEVIT- 
ABLE. COTTAM WAS STRUCK BY HOW LITTLE KHOMEINI'S EC-0 
APPEARED TO BE INVOLVED IN MOVEMENT AND BY ABSENCE 
OF EEFESENCE PATTERNS AMONG THOSE AROUND KHOMEINI. 

COTTAM NOTES THIS IS EXTREMELY UNUSUAL, AND PR0BA3LY 
REFIECTS EGALITARIAN DOMINANCE OF ISLAMIC SOCIALIST 
IDEOLOGY EXPOUNDED BY All SBARIATI , WHICH IS DOMINANT 
INTELLECTUAL CURRENT IN KHOMEINI MOVEMENT. ENTOURAGE 
AROUND KEOMEINI WAS DESCRIBED AS HALF GRADUATE STUDENTS 
WHO HAVE DROPPED OUT TO WORK FOR MOVEMENT AND HALF YOUNG 
MULLAHS LEARNING AT THE FEET OF THE MASTER. 


3. COTTAM OFFERED OBSERVATION THAT BECAUSE OF ACCEPTANCE 
OF SHARI ATI 'S ISLAMIC SOCIALISM IN KHOMEINI MOVEMENT, 

.CONSERVATIVE MULLAHS IN IRAN (READ: SEAL: I ATMAPAF. I GROUP) 

PUTS TRUST HIM,' COTTAM HEARD ONE AYATOLLAH REFER TO KHOMEINI 
AS "PRACTICALLY A SUNNI." OVERWHELMING MAJORITY OF COTTAM '5 
EDUCATED CONTACTS IN IRAN REGARD KHOMEINI AS REACTIONARY, 
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7. COTTAM SAID KHOMEINI PEOPLE ARE VERY PROUD OF THEIR 
ORGANIZATIONAL ABILITY TO GET THE PEOPLE OUT IN THE 
STREETS. THEY HAVE A SMALL PROBLEM WITH THE INF. BUT 
RESCIVED IT ON EEC 10-11 BY GIVING THE INF ITS OWN 
"SECTION" WITH' ITS OWN SLOGANS . COTTAM THOUGHT LMI COULD 
FIND ENOUGH GOOD KEN TO GOVERN AND DISAGREED WITH VIEW 
THAT ONLY TWO OR THREE CF PRESENT VISIBLE DEALERSHIP IN 
LMI SEEMED TO HAVE EXPERIENCE AND SENSE NECESSARY TO RUN 
MODERN MINISTRIES. COTTAM AGREFD THIS VAS KEY QUESTION. 

HOWEVER, AND SAID THERE REMAINS SUBSTANTIAL ROOM FOR DOUBT. 

8. ALL OPPOSITIONISTS CCTTAM HAL SEEN AGREED THAT ?UP HER 
TROUBLE WOULD LEAD TO POLARIZATION BETWEEN ISLAMIC MOVE- 
MENT AND TUEEH. TUEEH WOULD BE THE MAJOR GAINER IN SUCH 

A POLARIZATION, SINCE ITS ORGANIZATION HAS NOT YET REALLY 
"GONE PUBLIC" AND MANY OF ITS FORMER LEADERS ARE ONLY JUST 
RECENTLY OUT CF JAIL. COTTAM NOTED THIS PUT SOME PRESSURE 
ON LMI TO WORE OUT A SETTLEMENT, BUT NOT ENOUGH TO OVER- 
COME ANY KHOMEINI HARD-LINE. SULLIVAN 
BT 
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E.O . 12065: GDS 8/29/85 (SWIFT, E. ANN) OR-P 
TAGS: SHUM, IR 

SUBJECT: REPORTED CONVICTION OF IRANIAN SOCIALISTS 

BT REVOLUTIONART COURT 

REF: STATE 4297 

^ 1. (C - ENTIRE TEXT)* 

2. EMBASSY HAS NO RECORD OF ANT OF PERSONS MENTIONED 
yJ g REFTEL HAVING BEEN EXECUTED BY PGOI. 

f 3. PGOI HAS BEEN HOLDING TRIALS OF SOME MEMBERS OF 
§ SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY WHO ARE CHARGED WITH COUNTER- 
; REVOLUTION AND ARMED REBELLION IN KHUZESTAN. 

I 4. TWO FEMALE MEMBERS OF PARTY MAHSA HASH EM I AND 
| FATEMEH FALLAHI WERE FOUND GUILTY OF "COUNTER- 
'S REVOLUTIONARY ACTIVITIES AND ARMED REBELLION AGAINST 
| THE PGOI AUGUST 26’*AND SENTENCED TO LIFE IMPRISONMENT. 

8 

” 5. EMBASSY HAS NO RECORD OF EXECUTION OF HAMID SHAHRADI. 
CAN DEPARTMENT SUPPLY MORE DETAILS? 

6. ' SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTI IS A TROTSKTITK MARXIST 
PARTY WHOSE LEADER, 3ABAK ZAHRAIE . AND MANY OF ITS 
MEMBERS ARE U.S. EDUCATED. 

7. WE ARE STILL CHECKING FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
AND WILL INFORM DEPARTMENT OF FINDINGS ASAP. TOMSETH 
BT 
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FOR CHARGE^ 

«E.O. 12065: GDS 0/31/85 (CLEMENT, C) 

STAGS: SHUM, IS 

f SUBJECT : HEPORTED CONVICTION OF IRANIAN SOCIALISTS BT 
O REVOLUTIONARY COURTS 

( BEF: (A) STATE 226426, (B) TEHRAN 9608, (B) TEHRAN 9655 


I 1. (C - ENTIRE TEXT) 

8 

;2. MRS. ANN FALLAHI, AMCIT VIVE OF GHALAM HORMOZ 

•FALLAHI, HAS INFORMED US THAT LETTERS EIS FAMILY HERE HAS 
RECEIVED FROM FRIENDS IN IRAN INDICATE A FEAR THAT 
FALLAHI KILL BE EXECUTED. FALLAHI IS PART OF THE TWELVE 
MEN AND TWO WOMEN OF THE SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY GROUP 
BEING TRIED IN AHVAZ . FALLAHI IS A PERMANENT RESIDENT 
ALIEN WHO RETURNED TO IRAN ABOUT SIX MONTHS AGO TO "TAKE 
PART IN THE RETOLUTION.” HE WAS ARRESTED IN AEVAZ ABOUT 
TWO MONTHS AGO. HE HEPORTEDLY HAS BEEN CHARGED WITH 
SELLING NEWSPAPERS TO OIL FIELD WORKERS AND IN FOMENTING 
STRIKE ACTIVITY THERE. FALLAHI IS TWENTY-THREE TEARS OLD. 
HIS PARENTS, TWO BROTHERS AND ONE SISTER HAVE LIVED IN 
THE US FOR THE PAST THREE YEARS. 

3. EVEN AT THE RISK THAT FALLAHI AND OTHERS (SEE REFTELS) 
HAVE ALREADY BEEN EXECUTED AND THAT REPRESENTATIONS CON- 
CERNING THEM WOULD THEREPORE BE INEFFECTUAL, WE WOULD 
APPRECIATE YOUR CONTACTING THE PGOI ON THE POLITICAL 
LEVEL (POSSIBLY MINATCHI) ON THIS MATTER. YOU SHOULD 
MAKE CLEAR THAT WE RECOGNIZE THAT PEOPLE LIKE FALLAHI 
ARE IRANIAN CITIZENS SUBJECT TO IRANIAN LAWS: WE ARE NOT 
ARGUING THEIR GUILT OR INNOCENCE: AND WE ARE NOT 
TRYING TO INTERFERE IN INTERNAL IRANIAN AFFAIRS. NEVER- 
THELESS, WE HAVE A LEGITIMATE INTEREST IN SUCH CASES BOTH 
ON GROONDS OF HUMAN RIGETS AND DUE PROCESS AND ON THE 

/ 
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E.O. 12065: GDS 9/5/85 (SWIFT, E. ANN) OR-P 
TAGS: SHUM, IR 

SUBJECT: IRANIAN SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY 

3 REFS: (A) TEHRAN 3611, (B) STATE 23076 

| 1. (C - ENTIRE TEXT) . 

3 2. NEWSWEEK CORRESPONDENT TOLD POLITICAL OFFICER 
£ SEPTEMBER 5 THAT REMAINING SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY 
“members MAY BE BROUGHT TO TRIAL IN AHWAZ AS EARLY AS 
I SEPTEMBER 6. CORRESPONDENT SAID THAT HEAD OF SOCIALIST 

S WORKERS PARTY IN TEHRAN, BABAK ZAHRAIE, HAS BEEN TRYING i 

5 TO STIR UP INTEREST IN THE CASE. 

§3. EMBASSY HAS BEEN ATTEMPTING TO CONTACT ZAHRAIE BUT f 

SHE seems very SUSPICIOUS of OUR INTEREST and RELUCTANT J 

i TO TALK WITH US. WE SPECULATE HE MAY FEEL THAT CONTACT ,1 

* WITH THE AMERICAN EMBASSY AT THIS POINT WILL NOT BE 
HELPFUL TO THE TRIAL IE IT BECOMES KNOWN. WE WILL 
KEEP TRYING. 

4. EMBASSY HAS RECEIVED FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM SENATOR 
WARREN G. MAGNUSON, FROM HIS HOME DISTRICT OFFICE (U.S. 

COURT HOUSE 1010 - 5TH AVENUE, ROOM 900, SEATTLE, 

WASHINGTON, 98104). QUOTE: MY CONSTITUENT MRS. FALLAHI 
WIFE OF GHOLAM ABBAS FALLAHI PRESENTLY IMPRISONED IN 
AHWAZ. MR. FALLAHI PERMANENT RESIDENT OF WASHINGTON 

STATE. APPRECIATE EVERY POSSIBLE ASSISTANCE YOU CAN i 

PROVIDE IN URGING HIS RELEASE. UNQUOTE 

5. WOULD APPRECIATE DEPARTMENT CONTACTING SENATOR 
MAGNUSON AND BRIEFING THE SENATOR ON THE CASE. EMBASSY 
FEELS STRONGLY THAT DIRECT .EMBASSY INTERVENTION IN THE 
CASE BEYOND WHAT WE HAVE ALREADY DONE WITH MINISTER 
MINACHI MIGHT WELL BE EXTREMELY HARMFUL TO FALLAHI 'S 
CASE. EMBASSY CCUI.D NOT IN ANY CASE TRY TO DO MORE THAN 
ATTEMPT TO ASSURE FALLAHI RECEIVED FAIR TRIAL UNDER 
REVOLUTIONARY IRANIAN LAW. TOMSETH 

BT 
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SUBJECT: IRANIAN SOCIALIST WORKER PARTY 

REF: TEHRAN 9819 

1. (C - ENTIRE TEXT). 

2 2. FARSI LANGUAGE PAPER BAMDAD SEPTEMBER 9 PUBLISHED 
?. FULL TEXT OF LETTER BY BABAK ZAHEAI ,HEAD OF THE SOCIALIST 
e WORKERS PARTY TO AYATOLLAH GODUSI , IRANIAN PROSECUTOR 
"GENERAL. LETTER APPEALS TO GODUSI TO INVESTIGATE THE 
I CASE OF THE SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY MEMBERS IN AHWAZ 
| AND EITHER RELEASE THEM OR BRING THEM TO PUBLIC TRIAL. 

? 3. LETTER SAYS THAT ON MAY 31, 1979 NINE MEMBERS OF THE 
l PARTY WERE ARRESTED IN AHWAZ FOR “SABOTAGE ON JUNE 23 
| SEVEN OTHERS WHO HAD GONE TO AHWAZ FROM TEHRAN TO LOOK 
« INTO THE CASE WERE ALSO ARRESTED. OF THE 14 ARRESTED TWO 
WERE SUBSEQUENTLY RELEASED. ON THE NIGHT OF AUGUST 26 
MAHSA HASHEMI AND FATBMEH FALAHI, TWO WOMEN IN THE GROUP 
WERE TRIED BEHIND CLOSED DOORS FOR LESS THAN AN HOUR AND 
SBNTENCED TO LIFE IMPRISONMENT. LETTER CONTINUES THAT 
WORD WAS RECEIVED BY THE PARTY AT THE SAME TIME THKT 
THE OTHER 12 WOULD BE TRIED SOON AND EXECUTED. ONLY THE 
URGENT PROTESTS OF IRANIAN AND FOREIGN GROUPS SAVED THEM. 

4. LETTER CHARGES THAT THE 12 HAVE BEEN IMPRISONED IN 
AHWAZ "WITHOUT PERMISSION TO MEET ^HEIR FAMILIES, 

ATTORNEYS OR MEMBERS OF THE PARTI. PRISONERS WERE 
ARRESTED FOR BEING INVOLVED IN SABOTAGE (WHICH ZAHRAI 
DENIES) BUT ZAHRAI INDICATES THAT FULL CHARGES ARE 
UNCLEAR. ZAHRAI ALSO CHARGES THAT SOME OF PRISONERS 
HAVE BEEN TORTURED DURING THIS PERIOD. 

5. BAMDAD ALSO CARRIES LETTER TO PRIME MINISTER SIGNED 
BT VARIOUS US CITIZENS CALLING FOR SOCIALIST WORKERS 
PARTY MEMBERS RELEASE. A STORY ON HYDE PARK DEMONSTRA- 
TIONS BT IRANIANS ON THEIR BEHALF IS ALSO CARRIED. 

6. EMBASSY HAS TRIED TO CONTACT BABAK ZAHRAI BUT HE 

HAS PURPOSEFULLY AVOIDED OUR CALLS (AT ONE POINT INFORMING 
POLOTF WHO KNEW HIS VOICE THAT HE WAS NOT AT HOME). WE 
WILL LEAVE ANY FURTHER CONTACT UP TO ZAHRAI. TOMSETH 
BT 
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S.O. 12065: GDS 9/17/35 (SWIFT , ELIZABETH A.) OR-P 
TAGS: SHUM , IR 

SUBJECT: IRANIAN SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY 


REF: TEHRAN 981 9 

1. (C - ENTIRE TEXT). 

g 

3 2. ON SEPTEMBER 16, POLOFF RECEIVED CALL FROM MINISTER OF 
■i NATIONAL GUIDANCE MINACHI CONCERNING SCHOOLING OF HIS 
* SON IN US. DURING CALL MINACHI STATED THAT NATIONAL 
REVOLUTIONARY COURT PROSECUTOR QODDUSI WAS LOOSING 
I INTO THE CASE OF THE SOCIALIST LABOR PART T(SLP) MEMBERS IN 
s PRISON IN AHWAZ. HE SAID HE WAS TALKING WITH THE 
v REVOLUTIONARY PROSECUTOR'S OFFICE AND WOULD BE MAKING 
[‘ARRANGEMENTS SCON (SIC) FOR POLOFF TO VISIT AHWAZ , MEET 
\ THE PRISONERS AND SEE PRISON CONDITIONS. (EMBASSY FEELS 
t IT UNLIKELY THIS WILL BE ARRANGED.) 

3. MINACHI RECOMMENDED THAT EMBASSY STUDY BAMDAD ARTICLE 
OF 'SEPTEMBER 15 WHICH PUBLISHES THE REPLY OF AHMAD JENNATI, 

HEAD OF THE ISLAMIC REVOLUTIONARY COURTS OF KHUZESTAN, 

TO THE SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY CHARGES. 

4. JENNATI 'S REPLY IS LENGTHY: HE STATES THAT THE TWO 
SLP WOMEN WHO WERE CONVICTED HAD REFUSED TO UNDERGO 
INTERROGATION, ACCEPT THE INDICTMENTS OB ATTEND COURT 
HEARINGS. THE TRIAL OF THE SIX MEN IN AN OPEN COURT FIRST 
BEGAN WITH A FOUR -HOUR SESSION WHICH WAS FILMED FOR TV. 

THE SECOND SESSION IS YET TO F0L40V. THE OTHER MEMBERS 
HAVE NOT REACHED TRIAL YET. JENNATI STATES SLP PRISONERS 
WERE DETAINED ON CHARGES OF "CONSPIRACY AND COUNTER- 
REVOLUTIONARY PLOTS AFFECTING XUSDES TAN , TURKOMAN SAHRA 
AND KHUZESTAN AND ATTEMPTING TO MAKE THE REVOLUTION 
DEVIATE FROM .ITS TRUE COURSE AND TO EXPLOIT THE STRUGGLES 
OF THE IRANIAN MOSLEM PEOPLE TO THE ADVANTAGE OF THE 
ENEMIES OF ISLAM EVEN AT THE COST OF THE COUNTRY'S 
DISINTEGRATION OR FOREIGN DOMINATION." JENNATI THEN 
INCLUDES QUOTES FROM WRITINGS OF THE GROUP TO PROVE 

HIS POINTS. 

5. THE BAMDAD ARTICLE ALSO QUOTES THE CHIEF OF PRISONS 
IN AHWAZ AS SAYING THAT THE SLP MEMBERS WERE NOT TORTURED 
AND THAT INDEED THEY HAVE WRITTEN A LETTER OF APPRECIATION 
TC ™ PASDARAN STATING THAT THEIR CONDITIONS ARE NOT BAD. 

ACCORDING TO PRISON CHIEF PRISONERS WERE QUARANTINED 

ONE JlAjY WHEN THEY MADE A LOT OF NOISE BUT THEY WERE 
IMMEDIATELY RELEASED. 54 

6. AS BAMDAD ARTICLE IS VERY LENGTHY WOULD APPRECIATE 

rOMPTr/JCWM at. r>7 »<;<;• rAMPinj«">T4T. 
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IRAN 


A Comment on Terrorism in a Revolutionary Situation 

(C/NOFORN) Now recognized as a revolution, a prolonged period of insta- 
bility marked by repeated student/religious disturbances began with several 
days of demonstrations in the shrine city of Qom in January 1978. By autumn, 
harassment an 3 physical violence directed against members of the American 
community in Iran had escalated; they were prompted to leave or, later, 
evacuated. In January 1979, the Shah of Iran left his country- Although the 
two major Iranian terrorist groups had contributed to the popular national 
attitude that nothing positive could be accomplished until the Shah and his 
foreign supporters were removed, they were not implicated in the anti -US 
actions of late 1978. 

(u) They were, however, part of the revolution. The symbol and leader of 
the uprising, Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, was himself the most dramatic link 
between the religious opposition and the terrorists. Si~ce 1963, he had 
vilified the Shah's regime from exile abroad. In 1972, he had declared that 
it was every good Muslim's duty to support the Iranian People's Strugglers. 
His incessant propaganda barrages transmitted via cassette tapes and by in- 
country spiritual leaders, developed the 1978 national insurrectionist cli- 
mate. Si ce the Ayatollah's return and creation of a provisional government, 
the terrorist organizations have assumed different, public roles. The IPS 
(Mujahidin) have become "guardians of the revolution," used as a para?r,i 1 itary 
force by the revolutionary council. The People's Sacrifice Guerrillas 
(Chariks or Fedayeen) openly express leftist opposition to the new govern- 
ment . 

(U) Because of these fundamental changes and because of th diminished 
state of the American community in Iran, the definition of these groups as 
actual or potential threats to US personnel or interests must be altered. 
Nonetheless, because the definition was appropriate for 5 months of the re- 
porting period, they are still included in this volume. 
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People's Sacrifice Guerrill a s (PSG - Charika-ye-Feda ' i-ve-Khalq ) 

Orientati on/ Goals : 

(S/NOFORN) A secular, revolutionary Marxist^ group which advocated guer- 
rilla warfare to overthrow the Shah, the PSG identities more with Latin American 
revolutionaries than with the Soviet Union or Cn^ina. It generally concen- 
trated on Iranian targets, arguing that even though attacks on Americans 
demonstrated the Shah’s dependence on the United States, they brought too 
heavy a response from the security agencies. 

(C/NOFORN) In the wake of a December 1977 anti-American incident, a 
purported PSG document indicated a new PSG preoccupation with the US presence 
in Iran. It railed against exploitation of the country and called for the 
expulsion of all foreigners. 

(U) Soon after Khomeini's return to Iran, the PSG sent him an open letter 
deploring his "tendency to monopolize the revolution," and complaining of 
acts of religious intolerance toward "anything that is not Islamic." 

Estimated & •_ rength : 

(U) Several thousand. (?) 

Principal leaders : 

(U) Information not available. 

Background : 

(U) Formed in 1970-71 by activist, dissident members of the Communist, 
Moscow-oriented Tudeh Party youth organization, the PSG first attempted rural 
insurgency on the northern slopes of the Alborz Mountains between Tehran and 
the Caspian Sea. Later, it engaged in urban actions, being most active in 
early 1975, and cooperated with the IPS. In 1975 and May and June 1976, the 
PSG suffered sever*, setbacks: its operational leader was killed; other mem- 
bers were killed, arrested or committed suicide; and some of its safehr.ises 
and supply centers were uncovered by the authorities. Although more arrests 
were made in February 1977 and some inadvertent shootouts with police took 
place, the group maintained a low profile and was presumed to be devoting its 
energies to reorganizing and retraining. Always considered capable of con- 
ducting terrorist acts, the PSG ended 18 months of relative inactivity in 
December 1977 with an anti-American operation. In 1978 and early 1979, it 
escalated its campaign against Iranian military and rolice forces. 


_Ci \r_ i 


(S) Conflicting reports concerning possible PSG-IPS coordination wr> 
received over the years. Because the groups simultaneously changed s. me <•>' 
their tactics and the location of their bases in 1977, resumed cooperation wn 
assumed. Throughout, however, continuing distinctions were noted. While th • 
PSG reportedly has more expert leaders, the IPS has stronger grass rooti 
support. Each group retains its Separate leadership and membership. Retro- 
spective analyses suggest that links deteriorated, not strengthened, sinc<* 
the deaths of both groups' operational leaders. Contrasting teh:vior in 1978, 
as the PSG reactivated while the IPS was courting (or being courted by) 
moderate oppositionists and abstaining from terrorism, seemed to render re- 
ports of coordination spurious. 

( S) Some 25 percent of all PSG members arrested were women, a highly 
significant characteristic in a conservative Muslim country. 

T actics/Methods of operation : 

(S/NOFORN/WNINTEL) PSG targets were almost exclusively Iranian: Iranian 
National Security and Intelligence Organization (SAVAK) personnel, police, 
military and government officials. Its mode of taking advantage of th' 
heightened anti-Shah climate in 1978 conformed to this usual pattern of ac 
tion — the PSG assaulted police and military forces. 

(C/NOFORN) In January 1978, in a letter addressed to a US defense con- 
tractor, the PSG reconsidered its erstwhile position on the waste of resources 
involved in targeting Americans and stated a new interest in them as lucrative 
targets. It claimed responsibility for bombing the Iran-American Society in 
December 1977; but it did not claim credit for and was not implicated in any 
other anti-American incidents until the February 1979 takeover of the US 
Embassy in Tehran. 

(S) Bearing arms in their everyday, nonoperati.o al activities resulted 
in unintentional gunfights with the Shah's police and a concomitant loss of 
members . 

(U) The PSG publishes Peoplej^s Co mbat to draw attention to the life and 
struggles of workers and thereby to educate, agitate an! mobilize them and 
raise class consciousness. 

Organ i zat i oji : 

(S/NOFORN) Some reports suggested that the PSG had predominantly inde- 
pendent cells of two to five members which exchanged little information. 
Military cells (or teams) arried out subversive actions, such as assas- 
sinations; political teams propagandized at universities. 
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He ad quarters /Bases : 

(S/NOFORN/NOCONTRACT/WNINTEL) Known to rely on urban and suburban safe- 
houses, in 1977 the PSG allegedly decided to break up some units based in Tehran, 
Isfahan, Shiraz and Mashhad. PSG relocation to smaller cities in the north 
and south was suggested. The suggestion may have been a ruse to mislead the 
authorities. It was also questioned because of the difficulties terrorists 
were likely to encounter if they attempted to become assimilated in local 
communities . 

(S/NOFORN/NOCONTRACT/WNINTEL) In mid-February 1979, the feda ' i occupied 
Tehran University. 


(S/NOFORN) The PSG is very well trained. Instruction is received from 
the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP) and other rejec- 
tionist groups, at some bases in Libya, and from the Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Oman (PFLO) in Oman and the People’s Democratic Republic of 
Yemen (PDRY). SAVAK accusations of Cuban training were never confirmed. 


(S/NOFORN) PSG works well with explosives, notably pier c acid. It is 
Vnown to have manufactured explosives in large quantities but to use little; 
thus, a large store may exist. Only 2 kilograms of trinitrotoluene (TNT) and 
some kind of timing mechanism were believed to have comprised the bomb used at 
the Iran-American Society. 

(S/Ni FORN/NOCONTRACT/WNINTEL) Early weapons were acquired by theft. 
Later, a significant portion of PSG arms were obtained from Europe. The best 
weapon in the PSG arsenal is the Polish M63 9-rara machine pistol. Other arms 
include: .38-caliber pistols, Spanish-made Astra revolvers, "Adamik" revol- 
vers, "Port Said" submachineguns , high-powered hunting rifles with six-power 
field scope, Tungsten armor-piercing ammunition, and Pol ish-des i gr.ed , AK-47 
rifles with grenade launchers and fragmentation antitank grenades. The last 
may have originated from licensed production in Iraq. Some weapons may have 
been obtained from the IPS. 

(S/NOFORN/NOCONTRACT/WNINTEL) In mid-1977, PSG was believed to have re- 
armed from abroad, overcoming losses to government security forces which had 
affected operations. 

( S/KOFORN/WNINTEL) By mid-February 1979, the PSG had seized Uz i w.achine- 
: - vns, .38-caliber revolvers, and communications equipment from Iranian ?;ecu- 
r ity forces. 60 
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Finances : 

(s) Early funds were obtained by robberies si-pM t 
salaries. In 1976 and early 1977 l-JL „ ' 8 from parents, . 

members and in PSG safehouses . ’ moT’ n C “f renc >' were found on :• ! 

Palestinians and Libya. In 1976 Lih ^ alle8edl P wa3 provided by • 
yearly subsidy for tbe PSG. ^ 

-Inte rnational connections : 

*'” v " *' ,T — •**“- ! 

has a large member shin u j . cne head in Europe. C! : 

there, in "the United States ItlVi r ^ Ge ™ a ^ and ^ branch-. 
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attacked Iranian diplomatic es tnM ‘ t Vl ° le ? ce -° rien ted . CIS members h.. v 
leaders have ties to „ est German t.r " V B °" n ’ Ge " eVa ’ and Paris - CI ; 
and tbe Popn.ar " 


Event analysis: 


military a'fd ^ *." ed «« «"*«« the police or 

member of the public as a threat. 3 " ° rCe SeCurlt5 ' P er3 °nnel to regard any 


vehicles °IgaiLt W selec P t la t n aTg d ets PSG Mo a t Cl0n3 1 m ° biUZed a Variety of arms and 
"ith automobiles in laying sieee to Jr!! 65 WerE fre 9 uen tly used in tand.”, 
carrying out assassination ambushes. In the lattJr^veh^^ 6 SCati ° nS or in 
s mat ions , one car was use d to Mon j “t.’ vehlcular cutoff assas- 
rnoved the hit man or men into range. The PSG clai d an0t . ber ° r motorcycle 
tmns in publicly circulated leaflets claimed credit for its opera- 


Significant activities: 


(C/NOFORN) An escalation in the number of armed assaults on 
nd posts was the most dramatic trend in PSG activity “1978 lu' " 
.matrons are still nor L ” in iy/ °* while assas- 
‘ban those chosen in 1974-75. ’ 6 targeCs are seemingly less important 


■ ad penetrated TudeJ yea'rs^ar 1 ier"” 353 ^ und -cover agent who 
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December 1974 - (C) Assassinated Iranian agent assigned to the Joint 

Government Committee on Terrorism (in joint operation with IPS). 

May 1975 - (S/NOFORN) Assassinated a former PSG member who had 

cooperated with the authorities. 

December 1977 - (S/NOFORN/NOCONTRACT/WNINTEL) Bombed Iran-America So- 

ciety, an academic center sponsored by the US international Communications 
Agency (ICA, formerly USIS). 

January 1978 - (C/NOFORN) Sent letter of intent to target American 

interests in Iran to US defense contractor. 

March 1978 - ( S/NOFORN/ NOCONTRACT) Launched an armed attack, using 

handgrenades , Molotov cocktails,' and automatic weapons, on a police station 
in Tabriz. 

September 1978 - (U) Wearing gendarmerie uniforms, abushed a martial 

law military patrol in Tabriz. During 1 hour of fighting, nine were killed 
and seven injured. 

- (S/NOFORN) Launched a frontal assault on a police bar- 
racks in southwest Tehran. 

(C/NOFORN) Attacked another police barracks in Teh- 
ran. 

October 1978 - (u) Killed a police colonel and his driver in an am- 

bush in Mashhad. 

- (C) Possibly responsible for an attack on the Iraqi 
Consulate in Khorrarashahr in which one security guard was killed and one 
wounded. The building was set on fire in an action to protest Ayatollah 
Khomeini's expulsion from Iraq. 

- (C) Possibly responsible for attacking an Imperial 
Iranian gendarmerie station in southwest Isfahan; one killed and several 
injur’d in a prolonged gun battle. 

November 1978 - (S) Believed responsible for attempted vehicular cut- 

off assassination of Kerman deputy police chief; his driver was wounded. 

December 1978 - (S/NOFORN/NOCONTRACT/WNINTEL) Four motorcyclists 

opened fire with automatic weapons on a police installation in Tehran; one 
policeman was killed, one wounded. 
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in Tehran ^ ~ <U) Clai,Ded credit for attacking three military p „,., 

. . ( S/NOFORN/NOCONTRACT/WNINTEL) Attacked an armed 

es bus near Tehran University. 

(C/NOFORN) Attacked a police station in Tehran. 

, . _ - (U) Two motorcyclists attacked the Imperial Irani- 

wounded? rlC HeadqUarters in Several troops were killed, other,' 

official in Tabriz.” (C/N ° F0RN) Probablp responsible for murder of a poll 

. , . „ ~ Took over the us Embassy in Tehran and held a nu-.- 

ber^of hostages there until forced to leave by provisional government loyal- 


sion Center. 


(U) Assaulted the National Iranian Radio and Televi- 
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Iranian Paonle's Struggled ( 


ecutive Sumr.iry 


Now in the mainstream of the revolutionary movement, the IPS has severs! 
thousand members and is still growing* 


(q/NOFORN/WNINTEL) Trained primarily in Arab countries and with Pales- 
tinians* the IPS is well organized in compartmentalized, functio- a supf r 
wines Its extensive arsenal includes picrate explosives, arm. .r-pierc ing 
ammunition^ 8 sophisticated communications equipment, and a vanety of guns. 
Libya is an important supplier. 


(S/NOFORN) Until 1977, the IPS targeted Iranian security personnel, in 

S™’ w' Organized political oppositionists who achieved the Mujahidin's 
goal. 
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Orientation/Coals : 

(S/NOFORN/NOCONTRACT/WNINTEL) Fanatic religious conservatives, the 
Mujahidin opposed the Shah's regime because of the antireligious aspects of 
its modernization program^ especially those which diminished religious 
leaders' power and were blamed on Western influence. Intensely xenophobic, 
the IPS attacked the United States for supporting the Shah. Called Islamic- 
Marxists, the group's Marxism denotes political activism more than philosophy 
while its religious component highlights opposition to societal inequities. 


(U) The IPS emblem comprises several symbols denoting the character of 
the group. They include a verse from the Koran which expresses Islamic 
doctrine; the morning star, indicating hope brought by the first light of day; 
the sickle and anvil, symbols of the hardworking farmers and laborers; the 
gun, representing armed struggle; the olive branch, illustrating a desire for 
peace; a map of Iran and a globe, showing the fight to overcome oppression in 
Iran and elsewhere in the world. 


Estimated strength : 

(S/NOFORN/NOCONTRACT/WM INTEL) Having grown dramatically in recent 
months, the IPS may now claim several thousand members or adherents. 

Principle leader: 


(S) Muhammad Taqi Shahram. 


(S/NOFORN) A Marxist ideologue who reportedly assumed the leader: hip in 
the fall of 1976, Shahram was said to be emphasizing ties between the IPS and 
the People's Sacrifice Guerrillas (PSG). 


(S) Founded in 1961, the IPS underwent several reincarnations in the 
next decade. It adopted the Mujahidin name in late 1971. In 1972, Ayatollah 
Ruhollah Khomeini, the senior Shi'a religious figure, declared that it was the 
duty of all good Muslims to support the IPS and overthrow the Shah. This 
edict gave the IPS legitimacy and enabled it to garner more widespread .rass 
roots support. Ultraconservative bazaar merchants responded most favo. ably. 


(S' After a period of action against Iranian and Western targets, there 
was a period of decline in the summer of 1973, resulting from security force 
counterefforts brought on by the first anti-American assassination. 
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(S/NOFORN) In May 1975, a split appeared to develop between the r.ir«- 
doctrinaire Marxists and the religious fanatics in the IPS. The Marxist * 
cooperated and operated with the PSG. This period of action in 1975-76 led 
to government suppression and, in turn, IPS operational quiescence starting 
in August 1976. In the fall of 1976, the Mujahidin operational leader w.i» 
killed, other members were arrested, killed or committed suicide with cyanide 
capsules. The group, however, was not considered severely affected by these 
losses . 

(S/NOFORN) In retrospect, 1976 did mark the end of a dramatic period of 
IPS terrorism. In 1977, the IPS and PSG simultaneously changed some of their 
tactics and the location of their bases — developments cited as evidence of i 
revitalized alliance. Yet, each group retained its separate leaders and 
members. Contrasting indications linked the IPS to the National Front, a 
then-outlawed coalition of Iranian dissident groups of a moderate political 
orientation. The IPS seemed to avoid violence deliberately while courting (or 
being courted by) the National Front to give the coalition a chance to further 
its standard democratic political goals. 

(S/NOFORN) No concrete evidence linked the IPS to the 1978 student/reli- 
gious unrest until October 1978. At that time, the Mujahidin staged an open 
parade at Aryamehr University in Tehran and were greeted as folk heroes. 
Throughout, Khomeini and other Muslim ayatollahs had contacts with the IPS and 
through them ties between the religious opposition and the terrorists were 
probably sustained. 



(S/NOFORN/NOCONTRACT/WNINTEL) The Mujahidin initially operated against 
targets directly linked to the Iranian Government, such as police stations and 
government buildings. Gradually, institutions with Western ties — cultural 
cent rs, businesses and embassies, for example--were targeted. The IPS honed 
the vehicular cutoff technique of assassination against SAVAK officials and 
US military and civilian personnel in Iran. In 1975, the Mujahidin infil- 
trated the US Embassy and Armish-MAAG motor pool by using Iranian national 
employees. It collected information on various segments of the official US 
community, especially those affiliated in some way with the Embassy. The IPS 
believed attacks on US targets had greater impact than Iranian ones: they 

attracted media attention, discredited the Shah and contributed toward 
forcing the exodus of US technicians and, thereby, slowed down the moderni- 
zation program. 

(S) The IPS has the capability to monitor SAVAK communications. 
Organization : 

(S/NOFORN) Governed by a committee, the IPS is divided into “mili- 
iry/political grou, s which are trained as assassination squads and support 
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wings. Support wings have a myriad of functions: intelligence and surveil- 
lance (of prospective assassin targets), propaganda (to write and produce 
pamphlets and leave them in public places), logistics (to select, acquire and 
transport suppl io j— inc luding weapons smuggling), overseas contact teams (to 
maintain ties with members and sympathizers in Europe and the United States), 
medical teams (including physicians), an internal discipline t-am and a fi- 
nancial team. All are highly compartmentalized and virtually idependnet in 
their activities. 

(S/NOFORN/NOCONTRACT) The Organization of Islamic Groups is believed to 
be an IPS subetement. 

Head carters /Bases : 

(S/NOFORN/NOCONTRACT/WNINTEL) Known to rely on urban safehouses, in 1977 
the IPS reportedly decided (along with PSG) to break up some units based in 
Tehran, Isfahan, Shiraz and Mashhad. IPS relocation to smaller cities in the 
north and south was suggested. The suggestion may have been a ruse to mislead 
the authorities. It was also questioned because of the difficulties terror- 
ists were likely to encounter if they attempted to become assimilated in local 
communities . 

(S/NOFORN) An IPS cell may exist in Paris. 


(S/NOFORN/WNINTEL) Instruction is received in Lebanon, Libya, and Syria 
from the Palestine Liberation Organization, A1 Fatah and the Popular Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP) and other rejectionist groups. 

(S/NOFORN/NOCONTRACT/WNINTEL) The People's Democratic Republic of Yemen 
(PDRY) claimed to have trained the 1976 assassins of US civilians. 

(U) SAVAK claims of Mujahidin training in Cuba were never confirmed. 
Wea pons : 

(S/NOFORN) In its terrorist days, the IPS preferred weapons self-suf- 
ficiency and manufactured ammunition, including armor-piercing rounds for M63 
machine pistols and high quality picrate explosives for use in improved bomb 
technology. IPS was known to have manufactured explosives in large quantities 
but used little; thus, a large store may exist. 

(S/NOFORN) The IPS arsenal includes .38-caliber revolvers, other revol- 
vers, semiautomatic pistols, silencers, AK-47 rifles, M63 9-mm Polish machine 
pistols. Browning 9-mm automatic pistols, Spanish Astra pistols and relevant 
an:’ - !: < t: i .-n . Equipment includes radios and handitalkies as well as electronic 
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devices such as oscilloscopes, transformers, condensers, relays and i • 
grated circuits. 

(C/NOFORN) Libya provided weapons and ammunition via Kuwait and Bahra: 
Finances i 

(S/NOPORN) After Ayatollah Khomeini's call to the faithful to supr. r* 
the Mujahidin in 1972, bazaar merchants and religiously inclined individ-. 
opposed to secularization channeled funds to Khomeini via students and pi! 
grims to Iraqi holy sites. (Until October 1978, Khomeini was based in N.ij . 
Iraq.) He siphoned off a portion and gave the rest to the IPS. 

(S/NOFORN) More direct contributions by the same kinds of Kliotn.tr:: 
adherents may have been given to the IPS. 

(S/NOFORN) Libya provided financial assistance to both Khomeini and r': 
IPS. The Libyan Embassy in Beirut allegedly forwarded $100,000 to the Muii- 
hidin every 3 months. 

(S/NOFORN) IPS occasionally robbed banks. 

International connections : 

(S/NOFORN) Iraqi, Libyan, PDRY, Syrian and Palestinian training and aid 
were noted above. 


Event analysis: 


(C) Almost all IPS assassinations were of the vehicular-cutof f variety. 
The victims had been carefully surveilled and their schedules and routes »•> 
going to work fully comprehended by the terrorists. One to four perp :r.»tvr : 
were involved and, almost invariably, escaped. 


S i s>n i fi c jn t a c f i vi t i es : 

May 1972 - (S/N'OpORN) Attempted a botib { ng assassination of a 

Air Force br ;a<Uer general. 

June 1973 - (S) Assassinated a US Ar.-y lieutenant colonel, 

member of the US Army Mission and Military Assistance Advisory Croup, who wa 
serving as a financial adviser to the Iranian Ministry of War. Two gunmen 
carried out the operation which was believed to have been in retaliation for 
the execution of convicted guerrillas. 

Dect. -r '*7'i - (C) Assassinated Iranian agent assigned to the Joint 

Cov'T t- " w : t Co e on Terrorism (in joint operation with PSG). 
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JULY t*7» COITION 

CSA FPMR 141 CFRI IOI-II.8 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

to : THE FILES date; 18 August 1979 

. ~ ^ „ 

from : Michael J. Metrinko t-j — — 

/ 

subject: The Cherik-E-Fedayan 


I had dinner last night with a retired General who 
retains close contacts with active military and police 
personnel. He claimed that the "Cherik-E-Fedayan" were 
slowly leaving Tehran and beginning to concentrate their 
weapons and other resources in the Siakhal area of the 
Caspian. The Cherik-E-Fedayan, according to the General, 
believe that for the time being they cannot accomplish 
much publicly, and are going underground once again. 
'‘Truck loads" of weaponry and other armaments were being 
sent to a hidden depot near Siakhal for this reason. 
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CONFIDENTIAL DRAFTER: GBI^mb 

ACTION: SE C STATE WASHDC PRIORITY V7 / 

E.O. 12065: RDS-4 3/20/1989 (LAMBRAKIS, G.B.) 

TAGS: PINS, IR 

SUBJECT: Mujahiddin Structure and Allegiances 

1. C - entire text. 

2. During conversation March 19, Ambassador asked Prime 
Minister Bazargan for his assessment .of Mujahiddin 
structure and loyalties. Bazargan launched into a 
complicated explanation in French, which was difficult 
for Ambassador and Pol Counselor to follow, but appeared 
to say that there had been a split in the Mujahiddin 
movement three or four years ago, with some of them 
following strict Marxist line. 

3. There was a further split of the main Islamic party 
later on, which can best be described as hardliners and 
softliners. These people are distinct from the Fedayeen 
but generality represent extremist views and have not 
always sypported Bazargan'ilBi movement. At the 
moment, both the Mujahiddin and the Fedayeen say they 
are supporting the movement but Bazargan indicated he 
did not put much faith in that. 

4. Bazargan noted in passing that the original Fedayeen, 
who had been involved in the Siakhalh uprising, were 
practically wiped out. Others took up their name and 
tradition later just as the Mujahiddin picked up 
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SAVE ENTERED TEE ARENA IF TFT NAME OF DEFENDING ISLAM, EOT 
T'C IN FACT ARE DESTROYIN’ I -DAM... 

(?Nt> ETCFRPTED MATERIAL) 

(PRECEDING PS MATERIAL NOT *0.1 PUBLICATION) 

ITEM 

ST 
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explanation to document no 3 

2 EAL THAT AROSE &m 

— - — ™. „ _ _ . “ — — «. 

movements OP the GSeat “ D ** REVELATION of the 

ISLAMIC ffi V 0UTM AR1SE to cut opp ^ «* THE 

REVEAL THE1R TREE NATURE. thus S ° F AGENTS 0f AMERICA AND 

AND HANDED THEM To THE OCCUPIED Y DISC0VERED ^ C0IiE CTBD DOCUMENTS 

— — 

„ „« „„„ TO _ ™ " " «— - - 

”* *» .™, » »«» » 

OP TRANSPORTATION. 

THIS document consist- of A nr 

u s ^ ^ 0F DELIVERED By the 

• • military advisores on IR an to behzad moe2 

— RV OE THE HATEFUL PAHUVI ^ 

M0E22I , as THE COMMANDER n. ™ 

TRANSPORTATION, HAD DEM B HADRON AT THE FIRST MING OF 

' RD ERMONSTRATED THE UTMOST OF Hrc 
-E RISING OF THE TID£ Qp ^ RATIFICATIONS WITH 

« ^KRSHIP OE ’ C REV0LUT10N » - — PEOPLE 

™ B pe ^onal pilot of the ^ ^ ““ DU ™^ as 

-7-— 

AT ANY rate TH T= AMERICA. 

s ' TH1S document SPEARS ™ 

" ^-ER FOR TH E CAUSE OF *, OR this 

FHALGH ORGANIZATION) . ' ^ THE MUJ AHSDE B „. E . 
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IN THE NAME OF THE ALMIGHTY GOD C KOSHER OF THE OPPRESSORS AND 
HELPER OF THE DEPRIVED. 

] - THIS PLAOUS IS A DOCUMENT SUBMITTED BY THE FAITHFUL MUSLIM 

PERSONNEL OF THE FIRST AND SEVENTH TRANSPORT BASESE , FOLLOWERS 

OF THE IMAM'S COURSE OF ACTION TO THE MUSLIM STUDENTS , FOLLOWING THE 
COURSE OF IMAM, TO DIVULGE THE TRUE NATURE OF WING- COMMANDER BEHEAD 
MOEZZI. MOEZZI WAS CONFIRMED BY SAVAK, AND COUNTER INTELLIGENCE OF 
THE ARMY AND CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY OF THE U.S.A. AND MOSSAD OF 
ISRAEL. FOR THIS VERY REASON HE WAS PRIVATE PILOT TO THE SHAH. 

THIS DOCUMENT REVEALS THE ATTACHMENT OF THE WING-COMMANDER BEHZAD 
MOEZZI TO U.S. IMPERIALISM AND THE HATEFUL PAHLAVI DYNSTY . HE IS AT 
PRESENT THE COMMANDER OF THE SEVENTH TRANSDORTATION BASE AT SHIRAZ. 

2- THIS PLAQUE IS AN APPRECIATION OF WING-COllMANDER BEHZAD 

MOEZZI’ S SERVISE BY THE U.S. IMPERIALISM ON THE OCCASION OF THE 50th 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE REIGN OF THE CORRUPT PAHLAVI DYNASTY . 

WE CALL THIS PLAQUE DOUMENT NO.] OF THE DENUNCEMENT OF THE MUSLIM 
PERSONNEL FOLLOWERS OF IMAM'S COURSE AT THE FIRST AND SEVENTH TRANS- 
PORT BASES . 


THIS IS WHAT THE PERSONNEL OF FIRST AND SEVENTH BASES OF TRANSPOR - 
TAT ION HAD EXPRESSED WHEN PRESENTING THIS DOCUMENT. 

WHEN THIS DOCUMENT WAS DELIVERED TO THE OCCUPIED NEST OF 
ESPIONAGE, WING • COMMANDER BEHZAD MOEZZI WAS EMPLOYED AS COMMANDER 
OF THE TRANSPORTATION BASES. 
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i A frier History oi the Tudeh Party) 

The neacleus of the Tudeh Party 

In the earljr parts of 1920 turmoil and confusion reigned In 
the north of Irary. A group of 700 Communists from Baku attacked 
Resht with two planes and they Intended to form the Socialist 
Republic of Gilan. At that time lioshlr-Dowleh who was a patriot 
was at the helm of Affairs. He assigned Sardar Fakher Hekmat to 
Resht to re-establisH the Government control there. Sardar Fakher 
succeeded In ulnlng ov%r Hlrza Kuchek Khan, a Communist Revolution- 
ary v;ho later fought against Ehsanollah Khan and other Communists. 

It was Ehsanollah Khan whh formed the Committee of the Communist 
Iranian Youth. 

On September 7, 1920, the first Communist Congress of Eastern 
Natlenas was held In Baku under the chairmanship of Zinonoff. 

The Iranian Communists were represented by Haidar Khan- Amu Oqll 
who endorsed the decisions of the Congress regarding the fomentation 
of revolution In Irrn, Afghanistan, Iraq, India and Arabia against 
the British. 

Near the end of 1920 a force of 2,000 communists who were 
mostly Georgians and Armenians attacked the north of Iran under 
the Command of Kazhanoff. They looted a number of rich people 
and returned to Baku with their Booty. Such raids were repeated 
every now and again until 1921. 

Coup d 'Etat 

On February 21, 19^1, Sardar Sepah (the late Reza Shah) 
came into power as commander In chief In Seyed Zia's Gov^rnnc rt. 

During the three months rule of Sayed Zla Tabatabai, in 
return for the recognition of the Soviet Government by Iran, 
the Russians discontinued their support of .the Ir anian Comn.uni : ts. 
Slowly but surely Government forces vanquished the Cor.rur. ’ ts - : 
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some of whom crossed the frontier Into Bussia. Since that time 
Irano-Soviet relations entered upon a new phaze. The Soviets 
were given certain concessions by Sardar Sepah and they withdrew 
their support of the Iranian Communists. 

Until 1928 there were no Communist activities in Iran. 

Then a certain Soviet national was sent to Iran on a "scientific 
expedition". According to official documents, he was sent to Iran 
to reorganize the dormant Communist party in this country. 

He succeeded in forming the "Union of Iranian Workers" which 
was later called the "Communist Party". 

In the early part of 1929, the Congress of Iranian and Turkish 
Communists was held secretly in F.ezaieh. Hosseinoff was appointed 
by the Congress to represent Iran in the 9th International Congress 
in Moscow. 

The Iranian police had well infiltrated the young Communist 

\ X 

organization in Iran, but there was now law to deal with the 
Communists speedily and effectively. 

In May 1932 a 7-article law was approved by the Vajlis, 
which condemned persons belonging to any anti-monarchy ar 
Communist group from three to ten years imprisonment.. 



Dr. Erani having comnleted the medical course in Iran hr.d 
left for Germany where he made a deep study of Marxist and 
Communist doctrines. He returned to Iran in 1930 and In 1934 
he published the Magazine "DUNYA" (the World) in which Communist, 
Marxist and the views of Angels were discussed. The magazine 
maintained such a high standard that it took the Iranian Police 
quite some time to detect its orientation. 

Dr. Erani along With the 52 other persons were arrested 
and sentenced to terms of lmprioamment varying from three to 
ten years. On Bahman 14, 1318 (February 1939) Dr. Erani was 
put to death by the administration of an air ampule and the 
other 52 were later released. 
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Thanks to the vigilance of the Secret police and the ruthless 
manner in which Beza Shah dealt with people who were even suspected 
of being Communists, there w as no Communist movement in Iran. worth 
the name, during the reign of Beza Shah, such Communists as 
there were, spent their time behind the iron bars. 


In 1941, British and Soviet troops occupied Iran and Beza 


Shah abdicated in favor of his son, the present Shah. The Soviet 
authorities pressed the then Prime Vinister, the late to. Froughi 
to pardon the political prisoners. ~~ 

The 52 communists along with 40 other persons formed the 
nucleus of the Tudeh Party of Iran in September 1941. 

The only important person among them was a Qajar Prine by 
the name of Soleiman Kirza Mofisen Eskandari. In a short time the 
Tudeh Party established workers, peasants, women and youth 
organizations and in pursuance of the Communist "Uhited Front" 


extended its activities by collaborating with other groups and 


parties, such as the anti-Facist Party of Mustafa Fateh who wanted 
to take control of the Tudeh Party., ^MAFDOM" which was the organ 
of Iostafa Fateh’s Party later became that of the Tudeh Party. 

Some time later the Party formed a newspaper union known as the 
"Freedom Front" which controlled 70 i of the papers at the time. 


In 1942 the Tudeh Party had 8 seats in the Majlis. 



7.hile the Tudeh Party was a country wide party which 
advocated Communirt ideas, the Soviets deemed it necessary to 
try and set up a puppet regime in the Iranian Azarbaljan. 

Mr. Jafar Pishaverl whose credentials had been rejected by the 


14th HaJlJ* and who was leading the leftist "KAVEH" group was 
chosen for the purpose. 


35 


-4- 

Plshaverl had already been to Baku along with Shabastarl and 
had met the high officials of the Caucasian Republic. With the 
help of the Soviet Consul Qulloff and other Soviet officials in 
Tabriz he laid the foundation of the A zarbayjan Democrat Party. 

The 1 arty advocated the autonomy of Azarbayjan and the recognition 
of Turkish as the official language In the Province. 

(hi September 12, 1949* the Democrat Party formed a 
Constituent Assembly. Plshaverl was the head of the autonomous 
state with Shabastarl as second In command. 

At this juncture the Central Dnited Council of the Tudeh 
Party declared Its affiliation with the Democrat Party. 

On December 13, 1944, the Democrats seized the Tabriz and 
other garrisons. Plshaverl formed his Cabinet of nine Ministers 
i hon he presented to the Constituent Assembly. 

In January 1946 Qavam took office as Prime Minister. By 
this time the Cent al Government had no authority In Azarbeyjar.. 

The Soviet Army in Gilan and Kazenderan was helping sT-allar 
movements. The Tudeh arty now was at the height of Its power, 
particularly in the north. It controlled the "Mlhan" Party as 
well as the Tabarestan group formed by Ehsan Tabari. It was 
under such circumstances that Qavam travelled to Moscow. 

On his return to Tehran 4n March 1946, he gave a free hrnd 
to the leftist elements and movements, fie concluded an agreement 
with the Soviets which Included a passage about settling the 
'V.aarbayjan problem which was a domestic matter". 

Qavam included three Communists in his cabinet, Dr, Kcshavarz, 
Dr. fazdl and Iraj Eskandari who held the posts of Ministers of 
Education, Health and Arts 4 Industry, so that "the necessary 
reforms may be carried out". 
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m a reception given by the Tudeh Party in their club 

attended by the Prime Minister, Ministers and the Speaker of 

the Majlis, Mr. Iraj Eskandari, In course of a speech declared, 

"We have one million members and three Cabinet Ministers. Next H 

year, we shall have ten million members and the entire cabirrt » 2 

P» 

T 

A man who was larticularly effective in helping Qavam handle r) 
the affairs mas Morafar Firuz whose convictions as a"good communist" 5 
are to be strongly que^tjoned. 


37 


- 6 - 


In December 1946, the late Gen. Razmara planned the attack of 
the Government forces on the Insurgents who were commanded by 
Ghulam Yahya, the Commander-In-Chief of the Az erbavl an state. 

Within 10 days the Insurgents were shattered and the Democrat Group 
went to pieces. 

In the Tehran and In all the southern and norrnern towns, people 
attacked and looted the clubs of the Tudeh Party and set them on fire. 
Two successive declarations by the Party at this time Indicated a 
dissension that had oceured within the Party. 

A number of Tudeh members led by Ehsan Tabari were of the 
opinion that the Party should concentrate on the educated classes, 
while others maintained that It should concentrate on the workers. 

Al-Ahmad, Engineer Kasehl, Kaleki, Anvar Khamal, Flruz Shohabpoo: 
Engineer Zanjsnl were trying to overthrow the "ruling class" of 
the Party. 

In Kay 1S'47 the Baku and Moscow Radio attacked the deviations ts 
whom they accused of being In the pay of the British. 

On 15th Bahman 1327 (February 194P) an attempt was made on the 
life of the Shah, by an alleged Tudeh member and the Party was 
outlawed by the Government. A large number of Tudeh leaders were 
either arrested or imprisoned. (The most Important ones managed 
escape during Razmara 's Premiership). 

Since April 1°49, the Party began Its clandestine activities. 

The Party organ "Mardom" appears on Saturdays and 10,000 copies of 
It are circulated throughout the country. The Party Is believed 
to have 20,000 members In Tehran. 

The Tudeh Party has a considerable number^ 1 of sympathizers 
and official members In the Ministry of Education, Ministry of Justi 
Ministry of Finance and the Ministry of Interior. 

S3 ; 
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4 consider; hie number of 

. , ° f *r. i» tH« Hygiene 

C' mrte.nt of ,H. 

f ° r - — r activities. They u e U cT 

in favor of the Partv a y h assl Enments 

peasants . This is alsiTt “7 “ ** 

A very l ar h C< * M ° f the Apartment. 

th . ^ 1 ^ l0C0E0UVe drlVerS br — of i 

The P rV J Sre tte “ berS the Central Council. * 

arty has grea*t Influence m the Silo, Vanak and Tobacco 
Monopoly factories where a larpe , V 

lar ? e Motion of the workers are J 

JU'ipb Keirhers. 

£lL -sslflcat1c n r>f* 

The members of the Tudeh Partv 

t v, e fo11 , arty s ' rr Seher^ny divided into 

i ol lowing froujrs ; 

fi) Industrial Vorkers 

b) IndUstrlal a ^ Miscellaneous Workers 

c) Artisans 

d ) Peasants 

*) (intellectual) classes 

fc „,r or ** *— - - .««« «o «. M . h 

1) Tehran University Students Organization. 

2) Tehran Schools Students Organization 

3) Society to Combat Illiteracy 

4) Society of the Partisans of Peace 

5) Womens' Org? hizatiori* 

6) society to Combat Imperialism Oil Companies 

7) Democratic Lawyers Association 

P) _ Newspapermen's Association 

Peasant's Organization 

9) Circle of Democratic Youth 
10) Society to aid Peasants 
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In Iran. It has been advocating equal rights for women In all 
walks of life and fartlcularly the right to vote. A large number 
of girls and women working In Government offices and teaching In 
schools belong to the Organization. 


This association Includes a number of well-known Judicial 
personalities who can be useful to the Party, whenever Party 
members are Involved Judicially. 




This arscclot' on Is helpful In press and propaganda work. 
Dig. Society of the ‘z r tlsans of Peace 


This society hes been collecting signatures for Peace and 
support of the conclusion of a peace treaty among the Big Five, 
hcs staged anti-war demonstrations condemning the Americans and 
itlsh "^-mongers and presenting the U.S.B.R. as the Champ ion of 
world Peace. It has received and sent representatives <rom and 
' ° other Peace Societies elsewhere. 

Peace Caravans are also sent to various parts for propaganda 


I '•■'■ rnrts Orrnn jgnt.U-n 

Trained Tudeh members are sent to vrlcus villages and make 

• 'borough study of relations between the peasants and the landlords. 

grievances of the peasants are then carefully turned to account 
" ' neTi renders are recruited from among the peasants who are 

• I Iced to form the nucleus of peasant cells. 

The Tudeh peasants of the village of Pubat Karim, made It "hot" 
" r the American Poblle Cinema people who were forced to le; va the 
"do. The principle of "catch" them young Is strictly observed 
'r this Society. 
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Miuil 



1. The Armenian Educational Organization of Iran 
'• The Assyrian " n n „ 

1. The Kur ’lsh » ■■ n n 

Organizations that come under the Organizational Committee 
of Tehran and suburbs which Is subordinate, to the Central Cornit„e 

1. Society of Freedom of I r an 

2. Onion of Mountaineers 

3. Union of Actors and Actresses 

• Association of National Combatting newspapers 
/. Azerbayjan Socelty 

Worker? Organization attached to the Party! 

1. Union of Cinema Workers 
. Independent Union of Plumbers 
Ur' on of "Construction" Workers 
•i. Union of Bakers of Tehran 
. Independent Union of Tailors 
■ . Ur;16n of Painters 
• " " Chintz Factory Workers 

" 9 Vanek Factory No.? Workers 

" " Tobacco Monopoly Workers 

" " Print! rg Workers 

11 11 Tea Store of the Plan Organization 

. " " Dry cleaners and Dyers of Tehran 

" " Silc Factory, Tehran 

" " Mechanics 

. " " Svltchmen (Hallways) and train officials 

Al 1 'he- ■ bove come under the organization known as "Coilltlon 

T ' r. We-> -s Unions" 
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Oth or Tudeh Unions 


1. Onion of Nurses 

2. Society to aid Children 

3. Union of Gov'-rnirert Firyloyees 

4. Union of Iren Teleprerhists 

5 . Union of Health (Hygiene Degt.) 

International Organizations with which the Tudeh is 
coi .r, ec.ted . 

1. Association (International) of Democratic Lawyer*, Paris 
Commission of the Declare tie r of Human Eights, Paris 
focretari t of the Feder-tlor of World Unions, Vienna 


Taioh Party Lead*** 


iar-395 


" r r, ^^ L- 


Iran, Tehran 

o-3 


June 1950 
2k Jcne 1950 
13 July 1950 


Iranian with clooc contacts among student* st tho 'talrcrsity of Tehran. 


I. Tudeh Organisation In Aaerbeljsn. 


A. Isadora. Tho of ths underground loaders at prcoont aro Identified as 
folloas: 


X. All CUAiC, Owner of a spinning nlll In Tahri*. 

2. OTOFAig. (Station Hotel Thorn era Borer*! hundred nwfcera of tho n 
OnATTAKI family In Iran. Accordingly, tho Individual here doacribod 
as ffiIAypt.nl as ouch rcnalne unidentified). 


3. 


Party m sdba ra noev in a nouso located next to the Soviet Information 
Office, KUsho Dan off Pohlerl Avemo. Tafcrls. 


C. Slse of ncaber s hlp cannot bo dotenxLnad. According to Azerbaijani 
Democrat propaganda the Tudeh Party In Azerbaijan Hunkers several thousand 
card-bearing neabere. In the opinion of source, however, actual is-nber- 
ehlp does not exceed 2,000. 

D. Humors are clroulatlng In Tabriz and in Tehran to tho effect that the 
Azerbaijani Donoonztc Boar In Doviot Puasia sre planning to oapture the 
northern parts of Iranian Azerbaijan with the help of .Azerbaijani Tudeh 
Party aeribera nonctl » In tho couroe of this fall. 

II. Organisation of the Tudeh Party In Tehran. 


A. Leadership. 


1, Hr. Taste H52AVI. Ik is one of tho important Isadora of tho under- 
ground Tudeh and has boon handling Party affaire In sunk a way as 
not to attract the suspicions of ths Tehran political police, sub- 
ject at one time ass doctor at Imperial Court and later was nodical 
ad. lser to an Iranian insurance oo-rpary. H> was discharged from 
this Job boosuae of hla radical opinions. He has boon a nrabor of 
tho Tudeh Party for a period of many years. Hn is now running a 
private clinic in Tehran. 


SECRET 


A'.V'fr / !U I ’■VHIhtfr*' 



3* ?>n. tigrUa ?’:yz. a waalthy wooan who contributes teetUy to 

support financially party aotiviUes. She la, how w, in • diffi- 
cult position bocaune she la under police sumtlllmoe. Sta — iw- 
talnc, ticwevur* a contact with Tudah Is tutors am arranges for 
secret Gratings In her atm hone. She eaootiaee is used as a courier 
between party navbars and often oarrios party doeuasmta In her hand- 
bag. 

tu :«doeh j! D/XIT. A wolA-ioxwn ftreian author# Alao partlolpotes 
Indirectly In -udoh aotiwltles and aonotimoe attends lta weetltva. 

D. fluty Mooting Jioooa In Tehran# 


1# fl-adqunrtoro of the party are looatod on Tbehe Far'l off Wat*™ 
Ibohnat Dowloh Hhakl, tverne Siaotri# 

2. xaatly opposite "uoho Far'l nentloned above la another — paa- 
oocb. In ana of tho housco located on thlo passage there la a 
omU house where secret nestings are held, Thla Is the boon of 

Urs# Uwtaa rrraiz. 


3# Mo® of Dr. .TAZAVT aentionod above on Avenue Itakh near Serahc Shah, 
li. There Is alao a tooting plaoo location unknown, m oateren. 

C. The aruantaation owns a private autonoblle, license plate POQii, Moot- 
sedan. This oar la often aeon driving to lead and It la believed that 
It Is used by party oourlore who nalntaln contact with party narixre 
exiled there# 


3. ‘"htrty "actings tidto place at night and never Involve at aty one tine 
wore than throo or four irxllvlcJual** 


Tho Tehran hoadquartors of the undergro un d Tudeh miatalne contact witl 
the Tabriz organisation, which in turn la In contact with Soviet authorities 
through the -ovlot Information Center In Tabrl*. 

Soto that the Tudeh Party in Aaortaljan la identical with the ’ sorbailanl 

Dopocratlo Forty. 


SI6RCI 
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Iru Cowsstfat Forty 
(i.menUr. tuetir*) 


Tehran, Iran 


SECRET 


' R A ^ J* 

Prior to 6 Lee 1950 


6 lea 1950 
15 lee 1950 


Tehran business nan with good c • raeetiorui ir. -^reecian circles. 


li«n the iarty want urxtoixrosad lta organisation V-easw- dweertrellsod asr. 
the awsrea regrouped, Large cells it.-corsvcr.ient for illegal wort ant easily 
: entire tec by inf crams were replaced ty ‘Lrcitje of 5". Groups, as wall me 
VLcix leaders, are Ignorant of each other, tins ensuring a certain uaaaure 
of aeearity . Tec 'Groups of 5" ere, through their lenders, euboadineta to 
a "Luu.&r of lu " , five r -Qruupa of 10* arc subordinate to a "Loader ef 5". 
lour "Groups ef 5" in turn t» cubcriintte to a “Leglanfcl leader" who thus 
represents 1,00 ooabers one is rcepotuiible tc the i.fcr.;.r< 1 Coistittee of the 
10?. In tie Central Unwittee all rational :.octlcr.s arts represented. Tie 
; manias section in Tehran is abut 200 string, he uwatrul Ccaaaittaa re- 
ceives its onto re fron the -owlet union, either cirvetly or throogb a »to- 
r tally assigned won in the evict . .hasay. 

Activities of "groups* reason essentially the s«x» as vi e n the Party vas 
legal, i.a., noctlups with lectures on the Party's frog rare, history, propo- 
ence atalrg at keeiit-r awaka the claftc-eetwclou gnasa , and political direc- 
tives as to the Party line on the various questions of the day. The eadree 
ere not subjected tc unnecessary risks and are kept as an organlaad force to 
provide# when neenaeery, leaders for the meases. 

1. Intelligence one liaison wort is Independent of Party organisation and is 
performed by special «en connected with different aeubere of the owlet la- 
bosay. The following persona are suspected to act as sort agents for the 
: oviet : lalstanyi 


I IT. H. riTIw.aiS US } T i, — 

Jr. Uapar lAdaPIASjvT^ 

It. l, iiadlhillAS - Tafshan 

■ S virtue o- their protl.astjn they or* eesily aceoesibl* u.d call also visit 

arybody titlutut ■ ‘ .v : 01 ;. rjeeiul elter.tlon. Their contacts with cir-lc::. ,r 
the c oviet -isbess; wke place ir. tin Lovlet Jioepitel. In this c#tegcry of 
epento ye; be oils included* 

r J.St* US Vvhs ..irests e ballet school. 

. .. . .Ian farlly - who hate a ktotelprtui 'jjantetou . al.it 1 ' 

tci Horen's peleoe) 


SECRET 


JZfiftH iftn — OAirj j/v I, T ■ '• KTf 



SECRET 


A. e or mpmgrn* 

tgUn amt 


CAMAS - oanmr of • bookshop 

hMlat of CooperatiT* *AS*hll* - member* of ehich haw m 
Um about exact rature of thl» inetltutiaB. 

Mis cat eour*ter-proi'»gKi«5» purroaee the foUaadng an. engaged Ja 


, v/B. MHBUSa - with hie nMBj«j*r "Vermdanund." lie poaaiUy arta 
'"' v nor* than cm marter. 


( /VelMHlt" - 700th organize td cn. 

^/attontti lawid* - lough ccoMBtcnttea for physical culture. 


The *ltaai TwUUan* offenaiwe in Taferan amoig the Jtmasdaaa »< carried out 
tgr the abet* — itlcacd. 


SECRET 


CONFIDENTIAL 


August U, 1959 


10: Q 6 BSULAB SKTIOB 
raOH; OK 3KTIQH 

HI: TAGHIZADBH aka TAGHIZADEH MOMAGHI, /reydoon 

1. »e hare the following information regarding one HOTTAGHI, fan. who 
aay or nay not be identical with your eubj: 

\ s «bJ present at meeting of Utdeh Party leader, old led by official. 

X (Ml” ' SUbJ * ““ bBr at n UyUoT r Ooaaittee. 

M.aber of Tudeh Prorinclal Coaa. of Tehran. (DOI) 6 Job 55 

Meaber Tudeh Tenth Org. (TTO) Central Coca. (D07)10 Apr 55 ) 

Spoke mm. for Irane-Sow yiaheriee. highly intereeted in politic. 

UXU* 0t MUll * h BIn:B ™ U,I • ,rl9n ° h o f OBASMATBH (qr). 

Bnaored that SubJ took orer leadership of Central United Council of 
(C 22 *' <%T * ft ° r “ tlTlU “ «“* underground 

SnbJ poa.ibly inde with Taqi MOTAqi ( qT ) 

Alia. PABHIZKAB, Coun.eller of the C.ntrel Comm, al translator 
of foreign new. for Kardoa . (DOI 12 Apr 55 ) 

Heported member of Prop Comal.. Ion. 

According to 0-2 Bawl.* TP, 1 . member of Bxeo. Brd. (DOI 26 Sept ' 55 ). 

. Info on on. MOTAqi, All: Kay or may not be idea with Sub ,; 1 • father.- 

Cooperat.d with Police and Seourity Organl.ation causing expuleioa 
froa Tudeh Party Mar >58. (DOI Apr 9. 1959 ) 

Beplacement on 3 -man Board of S.oy. of Tudeh Tehran Prow Com. 

(DOI Late ’55) 

(DOI July ll|*!957) ° f ® Jul7 9 ' 5? * *«•« s.erat«y-0,n.ral. 
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CLEARANCE REQUEST-TAGHIZADEH aka TAGHIZADEYE MOTTAGHI, Freydoon cc 


Subj in contact with res.pons ib les of East, and West, areas of 
Tehe TP Provincial Comm. (16 Jan 57) 

Subj active member of former T. Prov. Comm in Tehe. 

(13 Oct 56) 

Subj currently member of Executive 3oard of TP. 

(24 Nov 56) 


Subj signed Resolution by Central Organization of T Youths 
against formation of new T group. (9 Jan 48) 



Information on MOTAQI ( f nu ) (Possibly A1 i Motaqi ) 

Subj took Over leadership of TYO (27 Aug 55) 

Subj. head of one faction of District Committee No. 11. 

Rumored subj. may leave Iran due to propaganda campaign 
launched against him. (6 Sept 57) 

Subj. broken contact with Azerbaijani group. 

(24 Oct. 57) 

Subj. TP leader, wrote to exiled TP leader that requested 
quick decision on his future work. (5 Oct 57) 

Subj. member of Central Organization of Takesh and responsible 
for Tudeh Affairs in Khorasam, Fars, and Mazandaran. 

(7 June 56} 

Subj. co-manager of Party Affairs until return of leader 
from abroad. (24 May 56) 

Subj. attempting to reorganize TP. (5 Sept 56) 
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Office T2 IAL ^ TgL0 ' r,JTOT: ’ 

' Ce ° r me Political 

Date Peb .25 

Counselor Tor r nn c t 

r Consular Affairs 

Chris, 

As you requested, here & 

’ nere are some 

su Sges tions from POL 


Hawk 



loi 





G »A FPM* <*« CFRt 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum confidential 


TO . POL - Mr. Mills 
THRU : POL - Mr. Bolster^ 
„„„ . POL - J. Stempecbvyi 


date: February 25, 


SUBJECT; Removal of ex-Tudeh Members from Visa Lookout List 

While the Consular Section basalts own ““^waivers 

important figures for who Tudeh Party, here are the 

memory who might be significant: 

Manuchehr Taslimi, Minister of Commerce 

Hadi Hedayati, Minister of State 

Fereidoun Mahdavi, Minister of Party Affairs 

Jahangir Behrouz, Editor, Jteho publications 

Morteza Sarmad, JujyVts~-ss 

I -eannet^nti 

A, a firot n amo > . 


As I understand it, • ^f^^^^^rsysteml^Yormf ght^Il 
people eliminated from . , which would be a request forj 
cuss With him a fallback position which wo of ex _ Tud ^ 


cuss With him ^“^f^r^r i n tte cat^ory of ex-Tud, 
a blanket waiver of people wno ran 
members who have "gone straight. 


POL: JDStempe 
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Buy U.S. Savings Bands Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 


I'lfLLiLrLuLt 
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AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 

ACTION: SECSTATE WASHDC 

INFO : AMEMBASSY PARIS 

AMEMBASSY BERLIN 
AMEMBASSY BONN 


CONFIDENTIAL TEHRAN^ 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
XYBYTAGS: PINT, IR 


CONFIDENTIAL 


USINT BAGHDAD 
AMEMBASSY ISLAMABAD 
AMEMBASSY KABUL 


L£IU >9 


SUBJ: NATIONAL FRONT (INF) REJECTION OF REPORTED 

TUDEH PARTY DEMARCHE 

BEGIN LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

1 • INE) REJECTED SEPT 6 A REPORTED TUDEH PARTY CENTRAL 
COMMITTEE OFFER TO JOIN FORCES IN OUSTING IRANIAN REGIME. 
INCIDENT BEGAN WITH AFP REPORT FROM PARIS SEPT 5 THAT 
TUDEH PARTY CENTRAL COMMITTEE HAD ISSUED APPEAL TO ALL 
OPPOSITION FORCES TO UNITE AND TOPPLE GOI . TUDEH DECLARA- 
TION GAVE AS PROGRAM OF THE RESULTING "GOVERNMENT OF NATIONAL 
UNITY" PUNISHMENT OF WRONGDOERS, NULLIFICATION OF LAWS 
CONTRARY TO CONSTITUTION AND FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS, DIS- 
SOLUTION OF MAJLES AND SENATE, ABOLISHMENT OF POLITICAL 
POLICE, CONVENING OF A CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY, NATIONALIZA- 
TION OF PETROLEUM INDUSTRIES, DISMI SSAL O F U.S . MILITARY 


POL : JEratempeV 


8/7/78 


DCM: CWNaas 
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ADVISORS , ABROGATION OF U.S.-IRAN MILITARY AGREEMENT , I 
WITHDRAWAL FROM CENTO, EXPROPRIATION OF PRIVATE FOR- 
TUNES, AND REJECTION OF OPEN DOOR ECONOMIC POLICY. 

2. FRONT LEADER KARIM SANJABI SAID THAT GIVEN THE 

"TRAGIC EXPERIENCE" OF INF RELATIONS WITH TUDEH IN EARLY 

WOULD 

1950S , ANY FORM OF POLITICAL ALLIANCE NOW Wm3i BE 

"INCONCEIVABLE." HIS EARLIER STATEMENT ADVOCATING LEGALI- 

NOT 

ZATION OF TUDEH PARTY SHOULD /BR BE MISCONTRUED AS NATIONAL 
FRONT WILLINGNESS TO COLLABORATE WITH TUDEH, A PARTY 
WHICH IS AN APPENDAGE OF A K53XKKXS FOREIGN POWER, BUT 
SIMPLY A REFLECTION OF DEGREE TO WHICH GOI SHOULD 
LIBERALIZE. 

END LIMITED OFFICIAL USE - BEGIN CONFIDENTIAL 

3. COMMENT: STORY HAS A PECULIAR ASPECT. IT IS UNUSUAL 
FOR A TUDEH DECLARATION TO BE ISSUED IN PARIS, BECAUSE 
PARTY HEADQUARTERS ARE IN EAST BERLIN. PERHAPS GDR DID 
DID NOT WANT TO EMBARRASS SHAH ON EVE OF HIS VISIT ‘JHERE , 
AND TUDEH SIMPLY USED ITS TIES TO ACTIVE IRANIAN STUDENT 
GROUPS _/N PARIS TO ADVANTAGE. POSSIBILITY CANNOT BE 
DISMISSED THAT TUDEH MANIFESTO WAS A SAVAK PLOY DESIGNED 
TO EMBARRASS NATIONAL FRONT AND OTHER OPPOSITION GROUPS. 
WHATEVER CAUSE, PRINCIPAL SIGNIFICANT RESULT HAS BEEN TO 
GET INF ON RECORD AGAINST A TUDEH ALLIANCE. 


CONFIDENTIAL 


OPTIONAL FORM 152a(H) 
(Formerly FS413(Hla) 
January 1975 
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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


^mt EuamMW1 ACTION 

) £ RUEHKO *'7992/01 3221452 " 

Z NY CCCCC ZZH 

P 161449E liOU 78 , - 

F M AMEMBASSY MOSCOW ' 0 V,7 i ■ 

TO RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 9167 
I UFO RU QIl HR /A ME MB AS SY TEHRAN PRIORITY 0914 
SUFSPS/AKEKBASSY PARIS 67 87 
BT 

CONFIDENTIAL 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE SECTION 01 OF 02 MOSCOW 27992 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PEPR, PINS, IR, UR 

SUBJEKT: TUDEH LEADER PRAISES IRANIAN RELIGIOUS 
OPPOSITION TO SHAH 

REF: MOSCOW 27110 

BEGIN SUMMARY: IN A DATED, BUT STILL SIGNIFICANT 
INTERVIEW, IRANIAN TUDEH LEADER ESKAKDARI PRAISES 
THE INVOLVEMENT OF THE SHIITE CLERGY INCLUDING 
AYATOLLAH KHOUMENI''- TN THE ANTI -SHAH MOVEMENT IN 
IRAN. IN SURPRISING TERMS, KL DENIES THAT THE 
RELIGIOUS LEADERS SEEK A RETURN TO THE PAST, ADMITS 
THE DEEP ROOTS OF RELIGIOUS BELIEF IN IRAN, AND 
COMES OUT FOR A UNION OFS ALL "DEMOCRATIC" FORCES 
IN IRAN INCLUDING RELIGIOUS ONES, HIS REMARKS' ARE 
SIGNIFICANT IN THEMSELVES, BUT PERHAPS OF JOKE 
I MEREST IS THE SOVIET IMPRIMATUR Oh ill^/REi'iAiiKS 
PHOVIDEDSBY THEIR PUBLICATION IN THE OFFICIAL 
JOURNAL "PROBLEMS OF PEACE AND SOCIALISM.” END SUMMARY. 

♦ 

1. IRANIAN AMBASSADOR HAS CALLED TO uUR ATTENTION 
AN EXTREMELY INTERESTING, IF DATED, "INTERVIEW" 

NIVEN BY TUDe 11 LEADER lSKANDAmI TO COMi .-U . IS T 
JOURNAL “PROBLEMS OFSPEACE AND SCCI AL IE. O' UN MID- 

S ErTEKBER . INTERVIEW APPEARED IN ISSUE NO. II 
SIGNED TO PRESS OCTOBER 5. 

2. BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED. IB BRIEF, ESKAliDARI: 

— PRAISED AT LENGTH THE RELIGIOUS SIDE OF IRANIAN 
ANTI -SHAH MOVEMENT, DENIED THAT SHIITE CLERGY 
TtlI-gESENTED REGRESSIVE FORCE AND SPECIFICALLY 
APPROVED ANTI-SHAH STANCE OF AYATOLLAH 
KHOUMENI . 106 
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® WAS AMY 

that THERE WERE SIGNs‘fT D r 1S BUT CLAIMED 
AND SOLDIERS REFUSING TO *FI RF^m 1 ^? 0 AU 0f ' f ' | JCERS 

THAI ARMY SUPPORT MiIhT NOT EE ETERNal! 1 ”'' 10 ' 5 ^ 


BUTIrIsS I QF D r^ g *im E J , ’‘ PER1AUSM as main external 


RPOIMES around THE^ C R LD D ! AL EN “ u S° s «T jr OF D UNP,OPULAR 


COMMENTS E ON’THE J ‘RELi?iOUS , -frMFH ; ? ARI ^ S 'f OSlTIVE 

IRANIAN SCENE ARE SOPLIHPNG^ NTT o te ' CURRENT 

CONSIDERABLE SIGNIFICANCE G KEW AND 0F 

IN TWO ASPECTS. FIRST TnIS SIGNIFICANCE 

developments withiS ffiAN 10 eternal 

not only AN UNUSUAL ADf»IISSIOM A nF A Tuir S REMAfi R s INDICATE 
DEPTH of the religious OPPOSTT?^ BREaT ' STRENGTH 
but also an IMPLICIT seif 10 THE SHAH, 

WEAKNESS OF TUDEH. ^I^EAVE ToStkfpc m HE RELATIVE 
K N0WLEDGEA3LF ism t 10 OTHERS MORE 

QUESTION OF^ESKA ND AR I ' S EXP-ESSEn 1 r w VEW T£ STHE 
IN JOINING WITH THE r> r D ^v,‘, ES S ED IDTEREST 

FRONT OPPOSITION TO THlPsYaH^ -n? E S0R-r 0F pop ULAR 
THAT this MAY be deskSed 11 APP£ ARS TO US 

SOME OF THE INDIVIDUAL RELM^nnI i WX ™ 

form any sort of actual TOunc A L ra^mo™ N 10 


POLITICAL journal OF THF INFLUENTIAL 

PARTIES" PUBlYsSed IN PRAGU^ DOES Lf " 0RKER S* 

o ; .»c MSS a .wgsriz:,:*- 

47992 
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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


MNNNVV ESA642BRA806 

PP jTUQHHR | r • ■ 

DE RUEH/iO *7992/02 32GlJGu 10., ai i j 

Z NY CCCCC ZZH 
P 1 61 44 9Z NOV 75 

10 RUEKC/l!Lmi°WASHDC PRIORITY 9 168 

INFO RUQMHR/AMEHBASSY TEH/. Ah PRIORIT 
KUFHPS/AriEiioASSY PARIS 6758 

BT 

CONFIDENTIAL 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE SECTION 02 OF 02 MOSCOW 27992 
THUS BY PUBLICLY - IF STILL ^DIRECTLY - » FTI- 

^ah^^w^on'tke'wam^ "iSierba^scene: MOSCOW 

IT gSne- furto tL BEFORE in revealing its own 
INTEREST IN THE ANTI -SHAH MOVEMENT - AND IN A 
RATHER UNEXPECTED FASHION- 

c tm PARTICULAR WE NOTE ESKANDARI'S FAVORABLE 

THF AYATOLLAH* ON WO VEi’B ER 1 <Ly FO H EXAMPLE* 
CEMENTED ON THE RECENT A'FP STORY WHICH HAD 
AROUSED A MINOR FUSS IN TEHRAN CHaMaL) WITHOUT 

T H HE E ALLEGAn5°^HAT T p H fiASD A A-S TEHRAN CORRESPONDENT 
HAD CRITICIZED THE AYATOLLAH. 

I5..1SKS EMM 

•"PS8& ^•WSfeSSS'SWSfW’X' 

“afev-ss 

EXPRESSIONS OF OFFICIAL U.S. SUPPORT. T « 

BT 

47952 LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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Iraj ESKANDARI IRAN 

( Phonetic : eskandaREE ) 

First Secretary of the 
Central Committee, Tudeh 
(Communist) Party of Iran 
(since February 1971) 


One of the founders 
of the Tudeh Party of 
Iran and a member of its 
Central Committee since 
1941, Iraj Eskandari has 
been the leader of the 
now outlawed (since 1949) 
party since his appoint- 
ment to his present 
position. Involved in 
the international Com- 
munist movement in Europe 
and Iran since his student days in France in 1925, 
he is one of those responsible for the party's 
pro-Soviet orientation. Eskandari has lived in 
Europe in exile since 1949, first in Paris (1949- 
51) and Vienna (1951-54) and more recently in 
various cities of Eastern Europe and the USSR — 
currently, he is in Moscow. 

One of the party's leading propagandists, 
Eskandari is a good speaker and a capable writer. 
During his residence in Eastern Europe, his overt 
activities have apparently been limited to attend- 
ing Communist-sponsored conferences and delivering 
speeches criticizing the Shah and advancing pro- 
Soviet ideas in the name of the Tudeh Party. His 
March 1976 meeting with Cuban Prime Minister Fidel 
Castro during the 25th Congress of the Communijt 
Party of the Soviet Union prompted the Iranian? 
Government to break diplomatic relations with 
Cuba. In September 1978, in a speech about thfr 
civil disturbances going on in Iran, Eskandari* 
called for the inclusion of the Tudeh Party in a 
national coalition fro/it of opposition groups 
aimed at abolishing tfie monarchy and setting up a 
coalition government. As of November 1978, there 
was no evidence that he had made any headway with 
either the religious conservatives or the National 
Front leaders. In early November 1978, underground 
Tudeh Party elements surfaced at virtually all 
the universities in Iran. The extent to which 
Eskandari was involved in this occurrence or the 
1978 civil disturbances is not known. 
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Iraj Eskandari was born on 7 February 1907 in 
Sari, Mazanderan Province. He is a member of the 
Qajar dynasty, which ruled Iran until its over- 
throw by the father of the present Shah in 1921. 
Eskandari studied law in Grenoble, France, in 1925 
and became involved in Communist activities at 
that time. He spent the next 10 years in France, 
propagandizing among Iranians and engaging in 
other Communist activities. In 1935 he returned 
to Iran to set up a private law practice and to 
take up a position in the Ministry of Justice. 
Arrested during a roundup of Communists in 1937, 
he helped a close relative, Soleyman Eskandari, 
form the Tudeh Party immediately after his release 
in 19 41 , He became a member of the Central Com- 
mittee at that time. Eskandari served in the 
Majles (lower house of Parliament) for a short 
time in 1944. 


In 1945 Eskandari went to Paris as a repre- 
sentative of the Tudeh-sponsored Central United 
Council of Trade Unions to attend meetings of the 
World Federation of Trade Unions (WFTU). He 
returned to Iran to serve as Minister of Commerce 
and Industry for three months in 1946. He went to 
France again in 1947 and may have enrolled in the 
law school of the University of Paris. During 
that period he was involved in Tudeh Party activ- 
ities in cooperation with French Communists and 
was active in spreading propaganda within France's 
Iranian community. In 1949 he and other Tudeh 
leaders were sentenced to death, in absentia , 
after an unsuccessful assassination attempt on the 
Shah by a Communist. Eskandari joined the staff 
of the WFTU in 1950 and left France for Vienna 
when the WFTU was expelled from France in 1951. 

He remained in the employ of the WFTU in Vienna 
until 1954. 


Personal Data 


Eskandari has traveled frequently to repre- 
sent the Tudeh Party at Communist-sponsored con- 
ferences and has held memberships in organizations 
such as the World Peace Council and the Interna- 
tional Association of Democratic Jurists. In 1952 
and 1954 he tried unsuccessfully to secure a US 
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speaks French 7 actlvltle s. Eskandari 

17 November 1978 
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E.O. 11652 
TAGS: 
SUBJECT 


ACTION: AMEMBASSY MOSCOW IMMEDIATE 


INFO : SECSTATE WASHDC 


CONFIDENTIAL TEHRAN . A C 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PGOV, PINR, PINS, IR 

SUJBECT: ESKANDARI STATEMENT 

REF: MOSCOW 27992 

EMBASSY TEHRAN REQUESTS ENGLISH TRANSLATION OF FULL TEXT 0 

■ ESKANDARI STATEMENT (REFTEL) . SUMMARY PROVIDED BY REFTEL 
GIVEN 

iKKBHXBKB TO IRANIANS.XKX HIGHEST LEVELS CONCERNED THAT 
ESKANDARI STATEMENT MAY MARK CHANGE IN SOVIET POSTURE TO 
MORE ACTIVE MEDDLING IN CURRENT IRANIAN TROUBLES. 


)L[^rK 


J^OL : JDsQtitjfel: j 


POL : GBLambrakis 


11-20-78 
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TAGS: 

•OBJECT: 
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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, IR, UR 

SUBJECT: IRANIAN TUDEH LEADER INTERVIEWED 

REF: FBIS LONDON DTG LD 291421Y 
(REFTEL) 

“ ™ dra, tudeh leader eskardard 

™ kcrels „„ tts , 0BSE TO 

CALL FOR UNITED FRONT." 

2. looks to us LIKE THIS MIGHT BE SOVIET EFFORT TO DISTANCE 
THEMSELVES FROM ACCUSATIONS OF SOLIDARITY WITH KHOMEINI 
WOULD APPRECIATE DEPARTMENT ' S AND EMBASSY MOSCOW'S VIEWS 


FT,NO T^N tents/™ 


IDStempel .-lab 
GBLambrakis ,1 


11-20-78 


P CM.-OCN gas 
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ACTION 
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NNNNVV ESB047BRA735 
PP RUQMHR 

DE RUFHNA #5423 2081706 
ZNT CCCCC ZZH 
P 271653Z JUL 78 
EM USMISSION USNATO 

TO RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 1384 
INFO RUFEBS/AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 7164 
RUFHOL/AMEMB AS S Y BONN 0794 
RUDTC/AMEMBASSY LONDON 9525 
RUEHMO/AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 5405 
RUFNPS/AMEMBASST PARIS 6633 
RUQMHR/AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 0009 
FT 

CONFIDENTIAL USNATO 05423 

E.O. 12065: RDS-1 07/27/89 (LEGERE, LAURENCE) OR-P 
TAGS: NATO, IR, UR 

SUBJECT: (C) POLADS DISCUSSION OF IRAN 

1. (C-ENTIRE TEXT). 

2. AT JULY 26 POLITICAL COMMITTEE MEETING, BELGIAN REP 
SAID BELGIAN EMBASSY IN MOSCOW HAD REPORT THAT IRANIAN 
EMBASSY THERE HAD FORWARDED A PERSONAL MESSAGE FROM 
AYATOLLAH KHOMEINI TO BREZHNEV BUT HAD NOT BEEN ABLE TO 
LEARN SUBSTANCE OF REPORTED MESSAGE. HE ASKED IE 
ALLIES HAD INFORMATION TO CONFIRM THIS REPORT . 

3. ADDITIONALLY, ERG REP CIRCULATED FOLLOWING PA^ER ON 
SOVIET VIEWS ON IRAN. 

4. ACTION REQUESTED: ANY INFORMATION WASHINGTON OR 
MOSCOW MAY HAVE ON REPORTED KHOME INI-BREZENEV MESSAGE. 

5. BEGIN TEXT OF FRG PAPER: 

A. AT THE PRESENT TIME, THE SOVIET POSITION ON IRAN IS 
CONTRADICTORY AND, ON THE WHOLE, ANYTHING BUT CLEAR. 

THUS, IT REFLECTS THE UNCERTAIN PERSPECTIVE OF IRAN'S 
FUTURE DOMESTIC POLITICAL DEVELOPMENT AND - DEPENDENT 
ON THIS - HER FOREIGN-POLICY ORIENTATION. THE INITIALLY - 
AS IT SEEMED - UNRESERVED SOVIET SYMPATHY FOR THE IRANIAN 
REVOLUTION IS INCREASINGLY GIVING WAY TO GREATER CONCERN 
AT THE FACT THAT THE PRESENT HETEROGENEOUS IRANIAN 
'LEADERSHIP' IS NOT OPENING HERSELF TO MOSCOW'S POLITICAL 
AND ECONOMIC WOOING TO THE- EXTENT WHICH THE SOVIETS 
HAD HOFED FOR. 
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®. THUS, IT IS EMERGING- MORE AND MORS CLEARLY THAT 
ALMOST THE ONLY DETERMINING ELEMENT OF A POSITIVE SOVIET 
ATTITUDE TOWARDS THE IRANIAN REVOLUTION IS THE FACT THAT 
IT HAS CAUSED THE LOSS OF WESTERN POSITIONS IN IRAN AND 
IN THE REGION. HOWEVER, THIS IS COUNTERBALANCED BY THE 
SOVIET CONCERN AT THE DOMESTIC POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS IN 
IRAN AND THE RESULTING DANGERS TO SOVIET REGIONAL 
INTERESTS (E.G., AFGHANISTAN, IRAQ). 

C. THE REPEATEDLY EMPHASIZED SOVIET INSISTENCE ON THE NON- 
INTERFERENCE OF OTHER COUNTRIES IN INTERNAL IRANIAN 
AFFAIRS PROBABLY ENDS WHERE HER OWN INTERESTS ESGIN. UNDER 
THIS ASPECT IT MAY BE OF INTEREST TO NOTE THE OPINION OF 
SOME SOVIET OFFICIALS TEAT DEVELOPMENTS IN IRAN ARE AT 
PRESENT A SOURCE OF CONCERN BOTE TO WESTERN AND TO 
SOCIALIST COUNTRIES AND THAT KHOMEINI'S WISH TO CREATE 

AN ISLAMIC COUNTRY WITH THE HELP OF AN ISLAMIC UNITY 
PARTY REPRESENTS, HISTORICALLY SPEAKING, A STEP 
BACKWARDS. 

D. THIS OPINION ALREADY GOES BEYOND WHAT CAN BE 
QUALIFIED - BASED ON OFFICIAL SOVIET STATEMENTS - AS THE 
CAUTIOUS BEGINNING OF A SOVIET DISENCHANTMENT WITH THE 
PRESENT IRANIAN 'LEADERSHIP'. A NUMBER OF REMARKS BY 
THE IRANIAN MULLAHS AND GOVERNMENT ARE GIVEN MORE AND 
MORE COVERAGE IN THE SOVIET MEDIA AND ARE USED AS A 
BASIS FOR INCREASINGLY OPEN CRITICISM OF GROUPS CLOSE TO 
TEE PRESENT IRANIAN LEADERSHIP. AT THE SAME TIME, 

HOWEVER, THE SOVIET MEDIA MAKE AN EFFORT TO PLACE POSITIVE 
COMMENTS ON CERTAIN EVENTS IN IRAN - SUCH AS DECISIONS TO 
NATIONALIZE CERTAIN INDUSTRIES - AS PROOF OP THE 
CONTINUING SOVIET SYMPATHY FOR THE IRANIAN REVOLUTION. 

E. WHILE KHOMEINI IS NOT YET BEING OPENLY CRITICIZED OR 
ATTACKED IN SOVIET MEDIA, HE IS HARDLY EVER MENTIONED OR 
QUOTED IN A SENSE POSITIVE FOR THE SOVIET UNION. THE 
CRITICISM IS DIRECTED AGAINST HIS ADVISERS, ALTHOUGH THE 
SOVIET UNION WOULD HAVE SUFFICIENT REASON FOR DIRECT 
CRITICISM OF KHOMEINI. THIS SOVIET SELF-RESTRAINT IS OF 
A TACTICAL NATURE AND NOT A QUESTION OF PRINCIPLE. THE 
SOVIET SIDE HAS LITTLE - AND IDEOLOGICALLY NOTHING - IN 
COMMON WITH KHOMEINI AND HIS ISLAMIC REVOLUTION . IN 
SOVIET EYES, HE FULFILLED HIS 'PROGRESSIVE' ROLE FOR THE 
SOVIET UNION WHEN FE CONTRIBUTED TO ELIMINATING THE WESTERN 
INFLUENCE IN IRAN. KHOMEINI WILL BE OFFICIALLY DROPPED 

BY TUT SOVIET UNION WHEN THE ISLAMIC REVOLUTION BEGINS 
TC THREATEN VITAL SOVIET INTERESTS. THIS IS ILLUSTRATED 
BT REPEATED SOVIET CRITICISM OF ALLEGED IRANIAN 
INTERFERENCE IN INTERNAL AFGHAN AFFAIRS. END TEXT. 
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CLASS: CONfTJLENT IAL 
Crf.KE: S T A Til 8/6/79 

CHARGE: LB I. A INGEN 
5, 8 '™ : POL : VLTOMSETH :G0 
CuLAS: ECOM:ASENS 
UISTE: P0L2 CHS SCON 
IGA DAO BE 


TEHRAN 08828 


|tA5S: 12 n!tO, ?s* 8/6/85 <TOMSETH, VICTOR 1.) OH-P 

C ,ECT! — DISCUSSION AN, SOVIET RELATIONS WITH IRAN 
pEF; US NATO 5423 RAN 

|1- (C-ENTIRE TEXT.) 

| TEXT reads AS .FOLLOWS- RET0 8NEI TO THE USSR top 

iwsSR j RRE ZfiNEvf * cEAIH"!AN^O? THE^ 23 ' 

Shs /K ' aarr 

BASEI ON THE UNITY df REPUBLIC. WHICH re 

THE 

£ » '{MWir SJ^OTE 

MEETING QUITE GOOD wr See SENTED AT THE JOLT 26 * ° 5E ‘ 
CAUGHT ON THE HORNS* Or «' n??ivZ? ND r0 Sle THE SOVIETS 
there were smaTpossf®^?™ 4 ™ ikan. we minc 

cut THEIR TIES WITH THE SHAH t^°c S MAT LED THEM TO 
ALLIANCE with KHOMEINI AN EQUALLY UNHOLY 

INCLUDE.- -HOMEINI AND HIS ISLAMIC MOVEMENT. THESE 



seemed TO hold ML ?he car?? • ™J SI wlms khomeini 

(COMMUNIST) PARTY WAS WEApfir, IP PR °-MOSCOW TUEEH 
CREDITEL IN IRAN ITSEf? B15I:N LARGELY DIS- 

SIVE POLITICAL GROUPINGS EITHEB^Rnl!? £ THER " PR OGBES- 
CHALLENGE KHOMEINI OR PRrp?DrPH STB0NS ENOt, GH TO 
AGAINST HIM. PREPARED TO WORK WITH THE SOVIETS 
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TERHAN ■ 962S/1 


ilTH HIM. TEE SOVIETS WEST SOMEi'kT VUIAZR? HIE ON "K-'T 
SCCir AS VTLL, BUT RFLATIVEIT MUCH IESS THAN - r E. THE 
PROSPECT OV CONSIDERABLE DIMINUTION OF OUR INFLUENCE IN 
IRAN COULD NOT RUT BE WELCOMED BT THE SOVIETS, EVEN IF 
THEIR OWN PROSPECTS FOR GAINING INFLUENCE WERE 
PROBLEMATIC . 

- —THE FEAR OF INSTABILITY ON THE USSR'S SOUTHERN 
FI AM > FROM OUR PROSPECTIVE IT APPEARS THAT, WHILE 
ALWAYS ALERT TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF TURMOIL, MOSCOW COES 
NOT SEEK TURMOIL FOR TURMOIL'S SAKE. WITH THE DEPARTURE 
OF THE SHAH, KHOMEINI'S ISLAMIC MOVEMENT SEEMED TO OFFER 
THE ONLY POSSIBILITY OF A RAPID REIMPOSITION OF SIRON. 

CENTRAL AUTHORITY. 

- --THE DESIRE TO PROTECT ITS ECONOMIC STAKE IN IRAN. 
fwHIIE NOT LARGS BY COMPARISON WITH SOME OF THE WESTERN 
^INDUSTRIALIZED NATIONS, THE USSR HAD DONE A GROWING 

C VOLUME OF BUSINESS WITH IRAN IN RECENT YEARS. GAS 
•PROVIDED THROUGH IGAT-I , THE SUBSTANTIAL SHARE OF 
f CONSTRUCTION OF IGAT-II RESERVED FOR THE SOVIETS AND 
iTHE PROFITS' THZT STOOD TO MAKE FROM TRILATERAL TRADE IN 
I GAS THROUGH IT WERE OF PARTICULAR IMPORTANCE TO MOSCOW. 

1 4 THERE STILL IS NO IMMEDIATE ALTERNATIVE TO KHOMEINI. 

5 A FACT WE ARE INCLINED TO VIEW AS THE MAIN REASON THE 
•SOVIETS HAVE NOT TET HFJ ECTED HIM AND HIS MOVEMENT. THERE 
IaRE. HOWEVER, AMPIE REASONS WHY THEY MIGHT AT LEAST OCN- 
§S I DPR TURNING AGAINST HIM. FOR EXAMPLE, .WHILE THE NEW 
^AUTHORITIES IN IRAN HAVE DEALT WITH US AND 'THE SOVIETS 
'IN A MORE FVEN -HANDED MANNER THAN WAS TRUE UNDER THE 
SHAH, THE SOVIETS PROBABLY FIND RELATIVELY LITTLE 
CONSOLATION IN TEAT SINCE BOTH PARTIES ARE FLUENTLY 
■SIN GLEE OUT FOR CRITICISM BY THE ISLAMIC CROWD. MOREOVER, 

TEE REALITIES OF IRAN'S SITUATION ARE BEGINNING TO RAVI 
AN EFFECT ON AT LEAST THE PGOI 'S PERCEPTION OF WHERE ITS 
INTSFSTS LIE AND THIS PERCEPTION DOES NOT GENERALLY 
FAVOR THE SOVIET POSITION IN IRAN. A CASE IN POINT IS 
THE CONTINUING UNREST IN KURDISTAN WHERE THE POSSIBILITY 
OF ETHNIC INSURGENCY HAS BROUGHT HOME THE NEED FOR A 
MILITARY CAPABILITY TO DEAL WITH IT. THIS IN TURN HAS 
SPARKED INTEREST IN RENEWING A MILITARY SUPPLY RELATION- 
BT 
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SHIP WITH THE U.S. 

1 FURTHER, SIX MONTHS AFTER THE REVOLUTION, THE POLITICAL 
'SITUATION IN IRAN REMAINS IN A STATE OF FLUX. THE PGOI 
.HAS NOT BEEN ABLE TO ASSERT ITS PRIMACY IN MATTERS OF 
[GOVERNMENTAL ADMINISTRATION AND THE INFORMAL GOVERNMENT 
I STRUCTURE, THE REVOLUTIONARY COMMITTEES AND THEIR 
{ADJUNCTS, WHICH OFTEN EXERCISE REAL POLITICAL POWER, 
ISF.EMS INCAPABLE IN TECHNICAL TERMS OF ADMINISTERING 
l IRAN'S AFFAIRS ON A NATIONAL BASIS. THE SOVIETS MUST 
(VIEW THE UNCERTAIN PROSPECTS FOR STABILITY IN IRAN, 
l I ARTICULARLY WHEN INSTABILITY HERE THREATENS SOVIET 
• INTERESTS IN SUCH FLACES AS AFGHANISTAN, WITH SOME 
1 CONCERN . 


f.. FINALLY, THE SOVIETS HAVE FARED NO BETTER THAN ANYONE 
ELSE IN DOING BUSINESS IN POST-REVOLUTIONARY IRAN. GAS 
SHIPMENTS THROUGH I3AT-I STILL HAVE NOT ATTAINED THE 
LEVEL OF VOLUME WHICH PERTAINED PRIOR TO THE REVOLUTION. 
MOREOVER, THE IRANIANS HAVE ASKED THAT THE PRICE THE 
SOVIETS SAY FOR THE GAS THEY ARE GETTING BE RENEGOTIATED 
UUWARES, AND THEY APPARENTLY INTEND NOT TO BUILD IGAT-II 
AT ALL. 

7. WE AGREE WITH THE FRG PAPER THAT "KHOMEINI I ILL BB 
OFFICIALLY DROPPED BY THE SOVIET UNION WHEN THE ISLAMIC 
REVOLUTION BEGINS TO THREATEN VITAL SOVIET INTERESTS." 
HOWEVER, THAT DEMARCATION IS NOT A FINE LINE EASILY 
DISTINGUISHED. WE SENSE THAT THE SOVIETS MAY HAVE BEGUN 
THE PROCESS OF RE-EXAMINING THEIR POLICY TOWARDS 
KHOMEINI, -BUT AS YET HAVE NOT BEEN ABLE TO DETERMINE THAT 
IT IS TIME TO CHANGE COURSE. THE RESULT IS A CERTAIN 
AMBIVALENCE TOWARD IRAN AND THE ISLAMIC REVOLUTION THAT 
MAY PERSIST SO LONG AS THE SITUATION HERE REMAINS AS 
MUDDLED AS IT HAS EOR THE LAST SEVERAL MONTHS. HINGES 
BT 
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Victor L. Tomseth - POL 


SUBJECT : 


Iranian Political Parties 


. CTt, ^ 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

memorandum 


The Charge - Mr. L. B. La ingen 


While more than 150 political organizations of one sort or 
another have declared themselves to the public in the six 
months since the Revolution, very few of these can be considered 
political parties in the classical sense of the word. Most 
would more accurately be described in Persian terms as Doreh, 
circles of individuals coming together for a common purpose 
under the personal sponsorship of a leading member. As such, 
they tend to be small and subject to great vicissitudes. 

Further, while these political organizations are in principle 
based upon an ideology, the exigencies of the moment often make 
for rather odd alliances. Witness the Tudeh Party's current 
support for the Islamic Republic. 


What follows, then, is at best a rough outline of the most 
significant of Iran’s political organizations. These have been 
divided into several broad categories on the basis of ideological 
orientation, but these categories suggest nothing at all of 
relationships among groups within a particular category or 
possible relationships from one category to another. 


Islamic Organizations: 

The Islamic Republican Party - Headed by Khomeini confidant 
and reputed member of the Revolutionary Council Dr. Mohammad 
Beheshti, the Islamic Republican Party currently enjoys the 
broadest popular support of any political organization operating 
in Iran, However, it is not clear that it possesses an organiza- 
tional structure in anything more than theory. Only time will 
tell whether it is a mere reflection of Khomeini's current 
popularity or an institution capable of surviving him. The 
Party's platform, to the extent one exists, favors a rigidly 
theocratic form of government. 


The Muslim People's Republican Party - Little is known about 
the party's Secretary General, a man named Alizadeh, but it is 
widely perceived that the party itself is the political vehicle 
of Ayatollah Kazem Shariat-Madari . While favoring a strong Islamic 
content in government, the party's platform is less rigidly 
theocratic than that of the Islamic republican party. Further, 
it has an important ethnic orientation, enjoying particular 


support among Azari Turks. 
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The Mojahedin-E-Khalq - The Mojahedin began as a para-military 
movement in opposition to the Pahlavi regime, then became an 
umbrella organization for a wide variety of groups vaguely 
identified with Islam, and more recently still has begun to 
fragment into a number of component elements which are frequently 
in conflict with one another. The most openly political element 
is headed by Masoud Rajavi, a young man who often identifies more 
closely with radical political groups of the left than with 
conservative Islamic organizations. 

Forghan - Forghan is a small group dedicated to Islam without 
the ulema. It has chosen terrorism as its preferred means of 
political expression. 


Right Wing and National Parties: 


Pan Iranist Party - Headed by former Maj’es member Mohsen 
Pezeshkpour , the Pan Iranist Party has been around since the 
1950 's. Dedicated to the principle of a greater Iran (including 
the recapture of Bahrain and lands lost to Czarist Russia) , 
the Pan Iranists have not been above resorting to political 
expediency to stay in business. In 1975 the Pan Iranist Party 
accepted bloc status in the Rastakhiz Party, Iran's single 
legal party between that year and 1978. 


The Iranian People's Party - Led by Minister of Labor Darioush 
Fbrouhar, the Iranian People's Party was until about two months 
ago a component of the National Front. 



The National Front - The National Front is not really a party 
but rather a collection of parties. With the departure of 
Forouhar, the disembowelment of the Iran Party following Shapur 
Bakhtiar's acceptance of the Premiership in January, and growing 
independence of the Liberation Movement of Iran since Mehdi 
Bazargan has been Prime Minister, however, the collection is at 
present quite diminished. The creation of the National Democratic 
Front under Hedavatollah Matin-Daf tari also had the effect of 
drawing away much potential support from secular oriented Iranians 
under fifty. The result has been to leave the National Front 
as an organization with a lot of aging chiefs (e.g., Karim 
Sanjabi) but very few Indians of any age. 

The National Democratic Front - The National Democratic Front 
is less a front than a party although by its own admission 
little has been done to create an organizational structure. The 
Front is clearly searching for a niche. It often vacillates 
between staking out a position as the non-Marxist secular 
opposition to the Islamic crowd and joining Muslin know-nothings 
in attacks on imperialism of East and West. 
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The Liberation Movement of Iran - Ostensibly led by Prime 
Minister Bazargan, the Liberation Movement of Iran has occupied 
a rather anaraolous position for the last six months. Its 
leading members, as part of the PGOI , have not participated, 
at least openly, in party activities. Nonetheless, some of 
their prestige as key members of the PGOI has redounded to 
the party's advantage. For example, it fielded a separate 
slate of candidates for the assembly of experts elections, 
a degree of independence other so-called components of the 
National Front did not have. 


The Radical Movement - Headed by Rahmatollah Moghadam- 
Maragheie, the Radical Movement is also a scretimes associate 
of the National Front. It does not have a particularly large 
following, but is important because of its links to such 
organizations as the Lawyers Association and its base among 
the Azari Turks. Moghadam-Maragheie himself was elected to the 
Assembly of experts from East Azarbaijan. He was sponsored 
by both his own party and the Muslim People's Republican 
Party. 


Marxist Organizations: 


The Tudeh Party - The Tudeh, presently led by Nourollah 
Kianouri, has been around as long as almost any other Iranian 
political organization and, while having a limited following, 
is structured along the lines of a true political party. For 
the moment, the Tudeh is pursuing a policy of a United Front 
with the Islamic Movement. 


The Fedayan-E-Khalq-E-Iran - The Fedayan, like the Mojahedin, 
began as a Para-Military Organization in opposition to the 
Pahlavi Regime. It continues to regard itself primarily in 
those terms, although in recent months it has behaved more and 
more like a political organization. The Fedayan fielded a 
small slate of candidates for the Assembly of experts elections 
and campaigned hard during the brief period allotted for such 
activities. It also publishes a newspaper, Kar, which is 
heavily political in content. 


The Socialist Workers Party - Led by a young American educated 
radical, Babak Zahraie, the Socialist Workers Party appears to 
have a miniscule following. Its primary significance is the 
attention it has received from the Revolutionary Committee 
structure. An unusually high proportion of party members appear 
to have been singled out by the Islamic Movement for harassment. 


Ethnic Parties: 


The Kurdish Democratic Party - led by Abdol Rahim Ghasemlou, 
the Kurdish Democratic Party seems to have a vaguely leftist 
orientation but in actuality is based primarily on its ethnic 
identification. The party itself was initially just one of 
several contenders for support among the Kurdish population, 
but in recent weeks Sheikh Ezzedin Hcsseini, the singular most 
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popular religious figure in Kurdestan, has made a number of 
statements which seem to favor the Kurdish Demorcratic Party 
over other Kurdish political organizations. Ghasemlou was 
elected to the Assembly of experts from West Azarbaijan. 

The Muslim Arabs political organization - This organization 
seems to be a quite recent political phenomenon. Little 
is known about it except for its platform of demanding more 
rights for Iranian Arabs in Khuzestan Province. It boycotted 
the Assembly of experts elections, a telling comment on its 
political strength, even among ethnic Arabs. 
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THREAT ASSESSMENT 

Threat Statement 

(LOU) Iran is a country of contrasts, constraints, 
and uncertainties. What exists in Iran today may not 
exist tomorrow. The country is in a continual state of 
flux and the security situation can, at this point in 
time, be described only as tenuous at best. There is 
widespread civil disorder in the countryside, particu- 
larly in areas inhabited by Iranian Kurds and, most 
recently, in Khor ramshahr . Security of the U.S. com- 
pound in Tehran is improving; however, ttjis should not 
be construed to mean that one is necessarily safe when 
on the compound. 

Religious and Political Complexities 

(U) The roots of the current unrest go back 
several centuries. The Shi'ite Moslem Sect, to which 
most Iranian Moslems belong, has traditionally opposed 
any kind of secular government. The Shi'ites have no 
religious hierarchy as do Western religions. Individual 
mullahs (clergymen) acquire followings of their own. 
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Through education, spiritualism, and leadership, a 
mullah may reach the prestigious level of mujtahid 
and then command a much larger following which would 
include other mullahs and their followings. Prior to 
and following the demise of the Peacock throne, the 
most influential mujtahid has been Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini, a long-time outspoken opponent of. the 
government and of Iran's ties with the United States. 
There are three major facets of the clergy's dissatis- 
faction. The Shi’ite clergy in 1906 succeeded in 
forcing the government to include in the new constitu- 
tion a clause setting up a Supreme Religious Council, 
which in effect had veto power over all legislation 
considered to conflict with the teachings of the 
Koran. The Council was dissolved shortly after the 
Shah Reza Pahlavi took over in 1921. The clergy has 
demanded reinstatement of this Council with the same 
powers. The recently departed Shah’s land reform 
program and the emancipation of women are the other 
primary areas of clergy discontent. In 1963 when the 
Shah enacted a land reform program, the holdings of 
the mosques- which are considerable — were confiscated 
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and, along with privately owned estates, were redis 
tributed to the peasants. Stripped of this wealth 
and to a certain extent of their power, the Moslem 
leaders have been working for the return of their 
land. The clergy also opposed the Shah's emancipa- 
tion of women. 

(U) Khomeini's defenders argue that his cam- 
paign over the years to oust the Shah from the Peacock 
throne was in keeping with the Shi'ite tradition. In 
contrast to religious leaders in such countries as 
Saudi Arabia or the United Arab Emirates, Iranian 
mullahs have traditionally adopted a critical stance 
toward the ruling establishment, operating in effect 
as a theological opposition. Persian Shi'ite mullahs 
were engaged in power struggles with emperors in the 
17th and 19th centuries. In 1892, for example, re- 
ligious leaders directed a massive sit-in protest 
against the reigning monarch's allocation to the 
British of the Iranian tobacco monopoly. They also 
weighed heavily in the drawing up of Iran's 1906 con- 
stitution which was based in its secular details on 
that of Belgium and which the Shah and his autocratic 
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father repeatedly violated by suppressing political 
rights. 

(C) Ayatollah Khomeini seems increasingly frus- 
trated over opposition to his Islamic republic and 
continued terrorist attacks on his close associates. 
Both moderate and leftist secularists view Khomei/ni's 
strident criticism of them as evidence of a growing 
clerical fascism and dictatorship. Secularists are 
reportedly disturbed by unpublicized portions of 
Khomeini's message to Prime Minister Bazargan on 
May 26, 1979, calling for a referendum on the con- 
stitution to be held soon. The message indicated 
that representatives will not be elected but "called" 
to join. This is being interpreted to mean that 
Khomeini intends that the constitutional process 
be controlled by the Islamic movement to minimize 
dissent. Recent anti-American demonstrations and 
Khomeini's statement indirectly blaming the United 
States for the attempted assassination of Ayatollah 
Hashemi Rafsanjani have added to the concern among 
many secularists over the future course of Khomeini's 
xenophobia. More and more secular Iranians view 
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Khomeini's political and social attitudes as neither 
practical nor feasible. It is uncertain whether the 
Ayatollah’s recent conduct will generate cooperation 
between leftist and moderate secularists or provoke 
them into action, but groups across the political 
spectrum are increasingly critical of the aims of 
the revolution. (RDS-1 — 5/29/2009) 

(C) With the collapse of the Pahlavi system a 
pronounced proclivity for political f ractionalization 
rapidly reasserted itself. This f ractionalization is 
not simply vertical, i.e., an ideological division 
between the Marxist Left and the Islamic Right but 
multidirectional. This accounts both for odd alli- 
ances, such as that between some members of the 
Islamic Mu jahidin-E-Khalq and the Marxist Fedayee 
(formerly the Charikha-ye-Fedai-ye-Khalq) , and for 
the apparent anomaly of the Provisional Government's 
slow progress in asserting its authority in the wake 
of the revolution's lighting victory over the old 
regime. These divisions have manifested themselves 
in some five different ways: ideological, genera- 
tional, sociological, ethnic, and administrative. 
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The most significant political groups are the secular 
Marxists and the proponents of a government based 
on a fundamentalist interpretation of Islamic tenets. 
Also evident earlier was the coalescence of "modernist- 
political sentiment into a significant political force. 
With the rapid fall of the former regime, this politi- 
cal middle group fell into total disarray. However, 
now it appears to be regrouping and adding its voids 
to the many others. The differences in outlook range 
in terms of age from Khomeini and his religious peers 
in their seventies to the teen-aged guerrilla fighters. 
Under the best of circumstances, it is difficult for 
the generations to communicate with one another, m 
this instance, there are signs of growing resentment 
between the youthful street fighters and the older 
generation. The young generation views itself as 
having made the revolution a success, and were 
prepared to give up their lives for the movement. 

As a consequence and reward, they want a greater 
voice in consolidating the revolution's gains than 
they believe they now are being given. Sociologi- 
cally, one sees modernist versus traditionalist 
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sentiments, a split within economic classes. Ethnically, 
the most immediately evident division is in the derna 
for autonomy emanating from Kurdestan. There are a 
variety of distinct groups, whether based on linguistic 
differences (the Turkic speakers of Azerbaijan and 
the Arabic speakers of Khuzestan) and/or confessional 
differences (the Sunni Kurds and the Baluchis), which 
have traditionally viewed themselves as apart from 
the mainstream of Persian culture. Administratively, 
one must deal with the dual systems of the Provisional 
Government and those of the revolutionary "konitehs." 

(GDS--2/27/85) 

Poten t i_a If or Viol ence 

(U) Terrorism is a fact of life in Iran and has 
been throughout its history. In the past the two 
most significant terrorist organizations were the 
Mujahidin- E-Khalq (Peoples' Strugglers) and the 
Charikha-ye-Fedai-ye-Khalq (Peoples Sacrifice 
Guerrillas or "Char iks" ) . A heretofore relatively 
unknown group, Forqan, has taken credit for the most 
recent and most violent attacks which have been 

irected against Khomeini’s associates. (See later 
detailed explanation of Forqan.) 
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(S) The f ractional ization of the Islamic movement 
and the many political groups competing for public favor 
may once again find the U.S. an attractive target for 
propaganda and aggression. This could further the 
growingly vocal anti-U.S. sentiment. Moreover, any 
political decisions which Iranians in general consider 
disadvantageous to them could trigger anti-U.S. demon- 
strations. The street response to the May 17 Senate 
resolution is the most recent example. A threat can 
also stem from nearly anyone among the left-wing or 
right-wing political factions. On the Left there is 
the Tudeh Party (Communist and connected with the 
Czech, Soviet, and East German parties) and the 
Fedayee (Marxist). On the Right there is the 
Fedeyen-E-Islam, the Mujahidin-E-Khalq, and the 
Aru jahiddin-E-Khalq as well as other unidentified 
fragmented groups. There is also a PLO training 
detachment in Iran, ostensibly to train elements of 
the Islamic Internal Defense Force. Reports con- 
cerning the size of the group vary but an Embassy 
political officer has credible information indicating 
a force of approximately 250. Although this force 
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has been engaged ip training activities, it could also 
act as a spearhead for an assault on the Embassy or 
U.S. personnel off the compound. Such a force, 
trained and disciplined, would pose a more serious 
threat than the elements that attacked the Embassy on 
February 14. (GDS — 5/2/85) 

(U) The Chariks and the Mujahidin operated clan- 
destinely until the demise of the Peacock throne. Both 
groups continue to be viable terrorist groups; however, 
both have, to some extent, changed their directions of 
interest in recent months. 

(LOU) On February 14, 1979 the U.S. Embassy in 
Tehran was attacked and overrun by the Chariks, an or- 
ganization which had previously not focused on American 
targets because they felt such incidents would bring too 
strong a response from the Iranian security agencies. 
However, with the Iranian government in internal chaos, 
they struck and were quite successful, taking control 
of the Embassy compound and nearly one hundred Americans 
including then Ambassador Sullivan. To add an even 
more disconcerting note, the forces that came to the 
aid of the Americans and were at the time acting as the 
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concept of soldier committees and elected officers would 
give the guerrillas the opportunity to take control of the 
armed forces gradually. So far, the Islamic Mujahidin-E- 
Khalq and the Marxist Fedayee have recruited enough members 
within the military to block the government's efforts. The 
two guerrilla groups are competing for control of the army's 
lower ranks. The larger of the two, the Mujahidin, basi- 
cally follows the tenets of Khomeini. It is an independent 
group, however, and has a more socialist revolutionary 
vision of Islamic society than does Khomeini or his 
Prime Minister, Mehdi Bazargan. The Fedayee, on the 
other hand, seeks a proletarian revolution leading to 
a communist state. 

The Mujahidin 

(S/NOFORN/NOCONTRACT) Fanatic religious conserva- 
tives, the Mujahidin opposed the Shah's Iranian government 
because of the anti-religious aspects of its modernization 
program, especially those which diminished religious 
leaders' powers and were blamed on Western influence. 

Called Islamic-Marxists, the group's Marxism denotes 
political activism more than philosophy while its Islamic 
component highlights opposition to societal inequities. 
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The leadership is more Marxist, the rank and file more 
religious. Founded in 1961, the Mujahidin underwent 
several reincarnations in the next decade. It adopted 
its present name in 1971. In 1972 Khomeini declared 
that it was the duty of all good Muslims to support the 
Mujahidin and overthrow the Shah. This edict gave the 
group legitimacy and enabled it to garner more widespread 
support. Its first anti-American action occurred in May 
1972 when the group attempted a bombing assassination of 
a U.S.-Air Force brigadier general. its last significant 
anti-American act was the August 1976 assassination of 
the three Rockwell employees. An Iranian governmental 
group, the Joint Committee on Terrorism (OCT) then 
began an active campaign to eradicate both the Mujahidin 
and Chariks in late 1976-1977, and the last reported 
Mujahidin incident was the May 1977 surveillance of 
the Jewish Emigration Center in Tehran, an organiza- 
tion associated with the Israeli legation in Iran. 

The JCT’s encounter with the .Mu jahidin in this instance 
occurred shortly before the arrival of Secretary of 
State Vance on his f/rst trip to Iran. (RDS-2— 8/15/98) 
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The Chariks 

(S/NOfORN) A secular, revolutionary Marxist group, 
the Chariks advocated guerrilla warfare to overthrow 
the Shah. The Chariks identify more with Latin American 
revolutionaries than with the Soviet Union or People's 
Republic of China. Formed in 1970-71 by activist, 
dissident members of the communist, Moscow-oriented 
Tudeh Party youth organization, the Chariks first 
attempted rural insurgency on the northern slopes of 
the Alborz Mountains between Tehran and the Caspian 
Sea. Later it engaged in urban actions, having been 
most active in early 1975. Prior to December 1977 , 

Charik targets were almost exclusively Iranian: 

Iranian National Security and Intelligence Organization 
(SAVAK) personnel, police, military and government of- 
ficials. It first targeted Americans in December 1977 
when it claimed responsibility for bombing the Iran- 
American Society. In January 1978 , in a letter addressed 
to a U.S. defense contractor, the Chariks reconsidered 
its earlier position— that it was a waste of resources 
to target Americans — and stated a new interest in them 
as lucrative targets. (RDS-2 — 8 / 15 / 98 ) 
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Forqan - The Incidents 

(C/NOFORN) Forqan first "reared its ugly head" when 
it claimed credit for the April 23, 1979 assassination 
of the Provisional Government's former Chief of Staff, 
General Mohammed Vali Gharani, who was forced to resign 
under criticism for the Army's handling of the Kurdish 
autonomists. On May 1, 1979 Ayatollah Morteza Motahari 
was assassinated as he was leaving the home of Yadollah 
Shahabi, Minister of State for Revolutionary Projects. 
Motahari was a member of the Revolutionary Council. He 
was reported to be head of the Revolutionary Council 
and to have had very tight personal security. He died 
from three shots in the head. In calls to all inter- 
national news agencies the evening of May 6, 1979, a 
caller, claiming to be from Forqan, stated that the 
assassination of Motahari was carried out to further 
their. ideals (NFI ) . The caller stated that next on 
Forqan’s list were Ibrahim Yazdi, Mehdi Hadavi (Chief 
Public Prosecutor), Saaeq Ghotbazadeh, Abbas Amir- 
Entezam and the entire membership of the Revolutionary 
Council. The caller claimed to have names and pictures 
of every council member. (GDS — 5/6/85) 
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(C/NOFORN) On May 25, 1979 Forqan attempted to 
assassinate Kojatolleslam Hashemi Rafsanjani, 45, a 
hardline anti-Communist religious leader. He was 
seriously wounded in a struggle with two gunmen who 
made their way into his Tehran home while he was at 
prayers. Rafsanjani was a close Khomeini aide and was 
reported to be a member of the Revolutionary Council. 
Khomeini and Iranian ayatollahs immediately blamed the 
United States and "made-in-America" Iranian leftists for 
the assassination attempt. Khomeini stated, "America an 
the other super powers must know. . .that they cannot 
assassinate our revolution with these foolish efforts." 
In a message to the nation on May 28, 1979, Tehran's 
Islamic Revolutionary Court charged that Forqan was 
established by the CIA's former director Richard Helms 
who later served as U.S. Ambassador to Iran. On May 29 
1979, Forqan announced its intention to make another 
attempt to assassinate Rafsanjani. Khomeini reportedly 
has tightened security for himself and other leaders in 
light cf Forqan's death list. He has ordered the centr 
military police to take over security from the unoffici 
militia. (GDS — 5/29/85) 
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(C) Information received June 11, 1979 indicates 
that Forqan may have identified its next target. Brigadier 
General Noureddin Most Ahedi, Director General of the 
Army Medical Services. This is the first time a specific 
target has been identified. (GDS — 6/11/85) 

Forqan - Background 

<U) Forqan reportedly was established some four years 
ago as a small purist religious group with no previous 
history of violence. it took its name from a Koranic 
term meaning "Holy Book" or "the difference between truth 
and falsehood." It is believed to be politically leftist. 
Its main direction of interest currently is its opposition 
to the clergy's role in the new Iranian government. 

<U) Gharani was assassinated because he had been 
"sentenced to a revolutionary execution for his treason" 
during the Shah's regime and for his hard-line role in 
crushing the Kurdish revolt in Sanandaj in March. Fol- 
lowing the assassination of Motahari, Forqan cited the 
“dictatorship of the mullahs" or Islamic prayer leaders, 
and alleged suppression of Iraniap Kurds among a list of 
reasons for the act. 
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Secu rity of Americans 
(U) Prior to the evacuation of the majority of 
Americans from Tehran, harassing activities were expe- 
rienced by hundreds of American military and civilian 
personnel. Telephone calls threatening death to the 
recipients if they did not leave the country were al- 
most daily occurrences prior to the major evacuation 
of Americans from Iran. Threatening warnings were 
delivered to residences, affixed to cars, or left in 
work areas. A number of these warnings were reproduced 
in quantity and disseminated er, masse in both Isfahan 
and Tehran. American firms and schools with U.S. 


students were victimized by bomb threats. Another 
somewhat successful tactic was the promulgation of 
unsettling rumors, such as warnings that large numbers 
of Americans would be killed on particular days. 
Sporadically, local shopkeepers refused to sell to 
Americans; taxicab drivers declined to accept U.S. 
citizens as fares; and propane dealers opted not to 
sell Americans the gas needed to operate stoves and 
other household appliances. There were also attacks 
on the personal property of or places frequented by 


NOT RELEASABLE TO FOREIGN N AT 1 R /C ONS U LTANTS SRBLE 

TO CONTRACTORS OR CONTRACTOR/CONSULTANTS 


SECRET 142 


SECRET 


Americans. Private vehicles were set on fire, firebombs 
tossed through private residence windows, and a number of 
restaurants in Tehran, Isfahan, and Shiraz which catered 
to foreigners were attacked, bombed, and set afire. 

(S) Anti-U.S. feelings, which appeared to have abated 
several months ago following the evacuation of roost America: 
are on the increase. The f ractionalization of the Islamic 
movement and the many political groups competing for public 
favor may once again find the U.S. an attractive target for 
propaganda and aggression. Recent demonstrations protestin 
Senator Jacob Javits' resolution on Iran point out the fact 
that any political decision which Iranians in general con- 
sider disadvantageous to them could trigger anti-U.S. 
demonstrations and/or incidents. In this regard* a decisio 
to allow the deposed Shah and or family members to visit 
or settle in the United States could have serious conse- 
quences. The Iranian reaction would probably be immediate 
and possibly violent. Such a decision would probably be 
the one cohesive and unifying factor in the entire Iranian 
political spectrum. (GDS — 5/2/85) 

Security of the Compound 

(S) At present the compound is protected by an 
element of the Mujahidin led by Mashallah Kashani who 
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claims to hold credentials directly from Khomeini. His 
forces, which supposedly number approximately 40 with 
a reserve located in two mosques in the area, are un- 
trained, lack discipline, and are armed with a variety 
of weapons (some stolen from the U.S. Embassy) as well 
as radio equipment removed from the Chancery on Febru- 
ary 14, 1979. Foreign Service personnel report that 
only five to ten of these guards are on the compound 
during daylight hours. During evening hours the forces 
increase to fifteen or twenty. Periodic checks at night 
usually find most, if not all, the troops asleep. 
(GDS--5/2/85) 

(S) Of definite concern is the Embassy's lack of 
control over the after-hour activities of Mashallah and 
his troops. He has used the Embassy compound to run his 
own revolutionary and intelligence operations. He has 
brought SAVAK agents on the compound and used the motor- 
pool office for interrogation purposes. Upon learning o 
the possibility that Mashallah may have tortured a pris- 
oner on the compound, the Charge ordered these activitie 
stopped. It is believed that this activity ceased; how- 
ever, Mashallah has found other ways to amuse himself. 
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buildings. Large-scale arson and gun battles ensued with 
reportedly several hundred casualties. (XDS-4- J -5/39/99) 
(U) Recent incursions by the Iraqi Air Force in 
cross-border attacks on Kurdish strongholds, particularly 
those of Jalal Talabani's organization, have caused much 
Kurdish resentment towards the Provisional Government of 
Iran. The Shah had an agreement with Iraq which allowed 
the Kurds to basically live in peace without fear of 
Iraqi reprisals. This agreement now appears to have 
been invalidated by the Iraqis. 
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